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The Word of God 
 

The Prelude                                      Preambule                                                Louis Vierne 

 
                                 Please stand as you are able as the bell is rung. 
 

The Opening Hymn 536  Open your ears, O faithful people                                  Torah Song 

 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People            And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

    The Lord be with you. 
People             And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Please be seated for the scripture appointed. 
 

The Lessons 
 

A reading from the first book of Kings (3:5-12) 
 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‟Ask what I should 

give you.” And Solomon said, ‟You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father 
David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit 
on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they 
cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‟Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you 

As we prepare for worship, please make sure your cell phone is silenced. 
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a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you.” 

 
       The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
   
 

Psalm 119:129-136   (prayed responsively by whole verse.) 
 

Leader:  Your decrees are wonderful; * 
 therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 

People:  When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
 it gives understanding to the simple. 

 

I open my mouth and pant; * 
I long for your commandments. 

 

Turn to me in mercy, * 
as you always do to those who love your Name. 

 

Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 

Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
and I will keep your commandments. 

 

Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
and teach me your statutes. 

 

My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
because people do not keep your law. 

 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (8:26-39) 
 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We 
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined 
he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also 
glorified. What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‟For your sake we are 
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
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nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able for the sequence hymn and the reading of the gospel. 
 
The Sequence Hymn 513  Like the murmur of the dove’s song                                    Bridegroom 

 
      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: ‟The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.” He told them another parable: ‟The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 
has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, 
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at 
the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you 

understood all this?” They answered, ‟Yes.” And he said to them, ‟Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                         The Rev. Patrick C. Ward 

 
Please stand as you are able for the Creed. 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy  
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has  
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
You may continue to stand or sit or kneel for the prayers as your personal piety guides you. 

 
The Prayers of the People 
 

We lift our petitions to Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, responding “hear our prayer.” 
 

God of what is new and what is old, we pray for the people of all churches, that they live in the 
promise of your love, from which we cannot be separated. In our own diocese we pray especially for 
Church of Our Saviour, Somerset; Christ Church, Swansea; the Young Adults Ministry; the Diocesan 
Youth Leadership Council; and the Barbara C. Harris Camp & Conference Center. God of love, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant us a holy unity with all living things. Deepen in us reverence for the earth you have made and 
for the systems and resources which sustain us.  Guide us more and more to preserve and protect. 
God of love,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Keep us hungry for your justice. Strengthen in us compassion for the victims of racism, crime, 
violence, deportation and wrongful conviction. Embolden those in public authority across the world 
to speak your truth and safeguard the dignity of all. God of love,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Make us instruments of your peace. We raise up to you Russia and Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Iran and 
the nations of the Middle East; Haiti, Sudan and South Sudan and all regions of the world torn apart 
by war and civil unrest. We pray for peace and a renewal of collaboration and compassion in our 
own nation. For an end to gun violence. God of love,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Heal the sick and mend what is broken in our own lives and in the lives of those who have asked for 
our prayers, including Terese Brown, Maureen Cardenas, Joanne Gamble, Nancy Haak, Joan Kirkby, 
Andrew Payne, Barbara and Philip Sousa, Dottie Walsh, Alex, Bob, Carole, Cathi, Charlie, Dave, 
Lauren, Pat and Rachel and those we name before you now. (PAUSE) Comfort and restore all who 
suffer in body, mind or spirit. God of love,  
hear our prayer. 
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Hold fast to those who have died, that they may live forever in your changeless light and love. 

We name before you those we love and see no longer (PAUSE). Into your hands we commend 

them. God of love,  
hear our prayer. 
 

The Concluding Collect 
 

Good and gracious God, send forth your Spirit into our hearts. Release us from all the hinders our 
growth in your love and make us one through Christ our Lord.. Amen. 

 
The Confession of Sin 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 
created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may 
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

The Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Greeting and Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory                       Down to the River to Pray                       arr. Medema/McDonald  
 

As I went down to the river to pray, studying about that good old way  
     and who shall wear the starry crown, good Lord, show me the way.  
O brother, let's go down, let's go down, come on down.  
O brother, let's go down, down to the river to pray.  
          O Lord, listen to your children praying,  
          O Lord, send your Spirit in this place.  
          O Lord, listen to your children praying.  
          Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  
          Something's gonna happen like the world has never known,  
          when the people of the Lord get down to pray.  
          A door's gonna swing open and the walls come a-tumbling down,  
          when the people of the Lord get down to pray.  
O children, let's go down, let's go down, come on down.  
O children, let's go down, down to the river to pray.  
I went down to the river to pray.  
 

Please stand as you are able as our offering is presented. 
 
The Offertory Hymn 321, My God, thy table now is spread                               Rockingham 
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Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People  And of thine own have we given thee. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                                            Enriching Our Worship, Prayer I 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all holy God, source of life and fountain of 
mercy.                        
 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have 
redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call 
us to fullness of life.  
 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our 
voices with all creation, as we sing: 
 
 
Sanctus WLP  857                                   African arr. Pulkingham                                                                                                               

 
 
You may remain standing, kneel or sit for the remainder of the Eucharistic prayer as your personal piety guides you. 
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  
 

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your 
bountiful grace.  
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness 
in the world around us and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. 
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in 
the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human 
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 
he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat  This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and 
this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in 
the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, 
past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name forever.  
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 
and praise, forever and ever.  AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,            
hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,              
thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.         
And lead us not into temptation,                  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,              
and the power, and the glory,         
 for ever and ever. Amen.                

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 
WLP 878  Whoever comes to me         Carl Haywood  

 
 

 
 
The gifts of God for you, the beloved people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, 
died and rose for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 

We offer the following prayer each week in solidarity with those viewing from home.  
 

Holy Jesus, Redeemer of the World, we believe that you are present in the Blessed 
Sacrament of this altar. Even while some of us are unable to receive you in the elements of 
bread and wine, we invite you to enter our hearts and be our companion along the way. 
Waiting in hope, we know that you are present in every moment of our lives and will never 
leave us comfortless.  For all good things come from you O Lord, and from that goodness, 
lead us to the love of others. For you live with the Father and the Holy Spirit now and 
forever. Amen.  
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All are welcome to receive the bread and/or the wine. You may stand or kneel to receive. Gluten-free wafers and grape 
juice are also available; simply make your needs known to the person serving you. If you wish a blessing instead of the 

elements, cross your arms over your chest as the priest approaches you. 
 

The Communion Hymns 
 

Hymn 615  “Thy kingdom come!”                                                                                   St. Flavian 
 

Hymn 488  Be thou my vision                                                                                         Slane 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

The Prayer after Communion              Enriching Our Worship 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, 
forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the 
risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
The Sending (when lay eucharistic visitors are scheduled to make home or hospital visits) 

 
Celebrant In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that 

those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and 
blood.  

People  We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread and the one  
  cup.  
 

The Blessing  
 

Go forth into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold fast that which is good. Render to no 
one evil for evil. Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the afflicted. Honor everyone. 
Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of almighty 
God, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
The Closing Hymn 594  God of grace and God of glory      Cwm Rhondda 

 

The Dismissal    

    
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People       Thanks be to God. 

 
The Postlude                                 Souvenir Marche                              Alexandre Guilmant 
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Celebrant                                                            The Rev. Nancy J. Hagner                                
 

Preacher                                      The Rev. Patrick C. Ward 
 

Music Director                                 Joan Kirchner 
 

Eucharistic Ministers                                                                     Sue and Jack Sasso 
 

Readers                                                      Ike Cole, Diana Crighton, Kate Paradise 
 

Ushers                                                                                             Brian Skea, Michael Isner                           
 

Altar Guild                                                                                                                Jean Gatzkiewicz 
 

Altar Flower Guild                                Arlene Barrett              
 

Audio/Video                                                        Nancy Boccia 
 

 

 

All music copyrighted under license One License.net #A-709079  
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