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Silcncc chcorc WorshiP in Advent

During these four Sundays prior to Christmas, we invite you to join us in
maintaining silence in church from about 9:50 am when choir practice ends and
the candles are lit. Warmly invited but never “enforced,” silence isn’t absolute
“absence of noise” as much as it is refraining from conversation and making
room for our prayer. Thank you for exploring this new mode with us. We’ll have
an opportunity to reflect on it together in the new year.

“O” Antiphon Introit O Radix Jesse

O Root of Jesse, standing for an ensign of the people,
at whom kings shall shut their mouths, to whom the Nations shall seek.
Come and deliver us, and tarry not.

Please stand as you are able as the bell is rung.

The Word of God

The Opening Hymn 76 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist cry Winchester New

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Lessons

A reading from the prophet Isaiah (11:1-10)

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit
of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and



might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him,
and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The Word of the Lotd.
Peaple Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72 Hymn 616 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Es flog ein kleins Waldvigelein

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (15:4-13)

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell
you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that
he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing
praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall
hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the sequence hymn and gospel.

The Sequence Hymn 67 Comfort, comfort ye my people Psalm 42



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.”” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance.
Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees;
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Patrick C. Ward

Please stand as you are able for the Creed.
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy

Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



You may continue to stand or sit or kneel for the prayers as your personal piety guides yon.

The Prayers of the People

The 1eader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God, responding “hear our prayer.”
Silence

O Prince of Peace, rouse us from the sleep of indifference and preoccupation that we may be more
attentive to your presence and power. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

That we may discern your word in every sound, your power in every human embrace and your love
in every gesture of kindness. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

That we may hold fast to the hope that your power to transform and to heal is at work in a world
broken by sin and violence and ancient hatreds, and that your Advent heralds peace. We pray for
healing fom violence in our own nation and across your world in any region torn apart by war and
civil unrest: Ukraine and Russia, Haiti, Sudan and South Sudan. We pray for the endurance of peace
between Israel, Gaza and the West Bank. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For Sean our presiding bishop, and Julia our bishop; and for all people whose ministries show forth
your love and healing power. In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for: St. Paul’s Church,
Bedford; All Saints’ Church, Belmont; St. Mark’s Church, Burlington; and The Officers of the
Diocese Racial Justice Commission. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray for the community of the Terraces
as its residents prepare to move to new homes. We remember especially those who have asked for
our prayers: Dick Anderson, Robert Blanchet, Terese Brown, Sally Drew, Bill & Judy Gardiner, Joan
Kirkby, Barbara & Philip Sousa, Dottie Walsh, Alex, Bob, Carole, Cathi, Chatrlie, Dave, John,
Lauren, Linnea, Pat and those we name before you now.

Silence
The People add their own petitions silently or alond.

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. For families, friends, and neighbors, and for all
worshipping with us today, here and in their own homes.

Stlence

The Pegple add their own thanksgivings silently or aloud.



Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. We remember Ed
and Betsy Mason who were interred on Friday, in our Memorial Garden, and those we name before
you now.

Silence
The Pegple add their own petitions silently or alond.

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Stilence may be kept.

The Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The Greeting and Announcements



The Holy Communion

The Offertory The Moon with Borrowed Light

The moon with borrowed light gives witness to the sun,

discreetly fading with the night when morning has begun.
John's borrowed light was drawn from heaven's vibrant rays,

his life a witness to the dawn of Christ's approaching blaze.
When temple Levites asked what title did John claim,

he said he had a single task, a single goal and aim:
To redirect their sight beyond what he had done

to Christ the pure and primal light that lightens everyone.
The clouds of sin yet mask earth's tangled ground,

and, oh, how many hearts still ask where God's clear path is found.
For borrowed light we pray so we may be a sign

that points to Christ, the truth, the way, the life, the light divine.

Hymn 72 Hark! the glad sound!
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As the offering is presented, please stand as you are able.

Celebrant  All things come of thee, O Lord.
People And of thine own have we given thee. Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 3 from Enriching Our Worship

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus
Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the
foundations of the world and enclosed the sea. You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave
breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for

our journey.

And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we sing
together:
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You may remain standing, kneel or sit for the remainder of the Eucharistic prayer as your personal piety guides yon.

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all. Your Word has never been silent. You called a people to
yourself, as a light to the nations. You delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of
your holy reign and give himself for us. Through Jesus Christ, you have freed us from sin, brought
us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory intended for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink
this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”



And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and
human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the
Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of
hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all
your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you in voices of unending praise.

Blessed are you now and forever. Amen.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
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The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ lived, died and rose
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion

We offer the following prayer each week in solidarity with those viewing from home as well as those recezving
communion at this time at The Terraces (Orleans) thanks to our Eucharistic minister teanm.

Holy Jesus, Redeemer of the World, we believe that you are present in the Blessed
Sacrament of this altar. Even while some of us are unable to receive you in the elements of
bread and wine, we invite you to enter our hearts and be our companion along the way.
Waiting in hope, we know that you are present in every moment of our lives and will never
leave us comfortless. For all good things come from you O Lord, and from that goodness,
lead us to the love of others. For you live with the Creator and the Holy Spirit now and
forever. Amen.

All are welcome to receive the bread and)/ or the wine. You may stand or kneel to receive. Gluten-free wafers and grape
Juice are also available; simply mafke your needs known to the person serving you. If you wish a blessing instead of the
elements, cross your arms over your chest as the priest approaches you.

The Communion Hymns

Hymn 640 Watchman, tell us of the night Aberystwyth

Hymn 75 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying Ascension
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The Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.
Amen.

The Sending (when lay encharistic visitors are scheduled to matke home or hospital visits)

Celebrant: In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that

those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread and the one
cup.

The Advent Blessing

May the God who stoops to become incarnate grant us the grace to remember that the world is
too broken for anything but truth, and too small for anything but love. Amen.

May God take our minds and think through them, take our lips and speak through them, and
take our hands and work through them. Amen.

May God stir our hearts with yearning for the coming kingdom and open our ears to the voices of
the prophets. Amen.

And may the blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems, and Sustains us, be upon us and remain with
us always. Amen.

The Closing Hymn 59 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding Merton
The Sung Dismissal Palestrina/ 1 edger
Celebrant Judah and Jerusalem, fear not nor be dismayed...

Choir Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. (refrain)

Celebrant Stand ye still and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord... (refrain)

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost... (refrain)

The Postlude Hark, a Thrilling Voice arr. Malcolm Archer
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Celebrant and Preacher The Rev. Patrick C. Ward

Minister of Music Joan Kirchner
Eucharistic Ministers Brenda and Brian Ridgeway
Readers Eatrle Bailey, Rich Gregory, Dick Koeppen
Usbhers Sally Dewing, Raven Thompson
Altar Guild Brenda Husson
Audio/ Video Jen Marlin
The Terraces Nancy Boccia

Al music copyrighted under license One License.net #.A-709079

*To connect to our Hearing Assist system via blue tooth, please see the instructions below.
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	A reading from the prophet Isaiah (11:1-10)
	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

