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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 5, 2021 
  

THE HOLY EUCHARIST (RITE II) 
 

10:00 am  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please wear a mask and please sit in the designated seats. 

 
 
Welcome 

The Word of God 
 
Prelude                  Wachet auf                                            J.S. Bach 
 
Celebrant In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us. 
People   To shine on those who dwell in darkness and to guide our feet into the way of 
  peace.  
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Hymn 54  Saviour of the nations, come!               Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland  

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 
for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 
with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
A reading from Malachi 3:1-4 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
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The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 16 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 
Refrain 
 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

Refrain 
 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

Refrain 
 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Refrain 
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A reading from Philippians 1:3-11 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 
in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn 75 There's a voice in the wilderness                          Ascension 
(page 5) 
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Sequence Hymn 75 There's a voice in the wilderness                            Ascension 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Luke 3:1-6 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon          The Reverend Gail Smith 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy  
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.                                                      
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father  
[and the Son], who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has  
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People in the Season of Advent 
 
As we await the coming of the Eternal Word, we bring our prayers before God.  
 
Stir up your whole church, O God, and with great might prepare our hearts to receive your Word, 
that all your people may hear your truth. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Give grace to all Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and Lay ministers, especially Alan and Gayle our 
bishops, that their lives and teaching may glorify your name through all the world. Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Bring wisdom and patience to all in positions of authority, here and around the world, especially 
Joe, our President, and Charles, our Governor, that a sense of community and harmony may 
be found in all their decisions and that all their actions may serve the common good. Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Cast away the darkness of war in all the world, and teach us to put on the armor of Christ’s 
peace, that, living in unity with one another, all people of the earth may dwell in safety and 
look with confidence to the coming of your kingdom. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Swell our hearts, Lord Christ, with the love you make known to us in this season,  
that we may take to heart the care of the poor, the outcast, and all who suffer from any 
grief or trouble. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Send again the message of repentance, preached once by your prophets,  
and give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins of prejudice, injustice, and 
greed. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Have mercy, O Lord, on all the sick, especially Robert Blanchet, Robin Bruckner, Eldine Equi, 
Joan Kirkby, Harry Pike, Donna, Jack, John, Lauren, Mike, Veronica and those we name now 
silently or aloud (pause), and with healing hands enfold them, that they may feel your presence 
and be made whole. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Remember, O God, all those we love but see no longer, especially those we name now silently or 
aloud (pause), and all who find their delight in your kingdom, that they may feast forever at a 
table we hope, one day, to share. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Remember all your saints, those whose journey is complete and those who labor still;  
And bring us all to a blessed rest and peace in communion with them. Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus.  
 
Prepare us. Purify us. Stir cold hearts and open blinded eyes, that, watching, we may be ready 
to receive the gift that even now you prepare for Bethlehem’s manger. Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus.  
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Concluding Collects 
 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: look graciously on your church and so guide the minds 
of those who shall choose a rector for this parish that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will 
care for your people and equip us for all our ministries; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty and Everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and on earth, hear our prayers for this 
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all 
things necessary for our common life and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your 
holy Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
Offertory                             The Yearning                                Craig Courtney  
 
Text: There is a yearning in hearts weighed down by ancient grief and centuries of sorrow. There 
is a yearning in hearts that in the darkness hide and in the shades of death abide, a yearning for 
tomorrow. There is a yearning for the promised One, the first-born of creation. There is a 
yearning for the Lord who visited his own, and by his death for sin atoned, to bring to us 
salvation. Emmanuel, Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning. There is a yearning that fills 
the hearts of those who wait the day of his appearing. There is a yearning when all our sorrows 
are erased and we shall see the One who placed within our hearts the yearning. Emmanuel, 
Emmanuel, within our hearts the yearning.  
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The Great Thanksgiving               Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
       The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus S-129    Holy, holy, holy Lord                               Robert Powell  
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,  
the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior   
Christ has taught us,    
we are bold to say,    
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,            
hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come,              
thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
 as we forgive those     
  who trespass against us.         
And lead us not into temptation,       
and deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory,      
 for ever and ever. Amen.      
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
 
Holy Jesus, Redeemer of the World, we believe that you are present in the Blessed 
Sacrament of this altar. Even while we are unable to receive you in the elements of bread 
and wine, we invite you to enter our hearts and be our companion along the way. As we 
receive you in spirit, we long to know your presence in the community of believers once 
again.  Awaiting in hope, we rest in the faith that you are present in every moment of our 
lives and will never leave us comfortless.  For all good things come from you O Lord, and 
from that goodness, lead us to the love of others.  For you live with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit now and forever. Amen. 
 
*For Communion Instructions, please see the last page of the bulletin. 
 
Communion Hymn 67  Comfort, comfort ye my people                   Psalm 42 
(see page 13) 
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Communion Hymn 67  Comfort, comfort ye my people                   Psalm 42 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 
Let us pray. O God, 
 
Who bids us wait in this season of longing: As you have fed us with the body of Christ, 
make us hungry for Christ’s justice in the world; As you have given us drink from the cup 
of salvation, make us thirsty for the fullness of your kingdom; In these days of expectation, 
stir our hearts and awaken hope that we may share the gifts of your reconciling love with 
all creation. Amen.  
 
Advent Blessing 
 
May the God who stoops to become incarnate grant us the grace to remember that the world is 
too broken for anything but truth, and too small for anything but love. Amen.  
 

May God take our minds and think through them, take our lips and speak through them, and 
take our hands and work through them. Amen.  
 

May God stir our hearts with yearning for the coming kingdom and open our ears to the voices of 
the prophets. Amen.  
 

And may the blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems, and Sustains us, be upon us and remain 
with us always. Amen. 
 

Hymn 65  Prepare the way, O Zion                            Bereden vag for Herran 
(see page 15) 
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Hymn 65  Prepare the way, O Zion                            Bereden vag for Herran 

 
 
Dismissal for the Season of Advent 
 
Celebrant  Prepare the way, O Zion, 
People   and God will raise up a redeemer for us all. 
 
Celebrant  Let us go forth in peace. 
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Postlude                                           Nun komm                                       Paul Manz 
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Celebrant                   The Rev. Joe Robinson 
 
Preacher                                                       The Rev. Gail Smith 
 
Music Director                                            Joan Kirchner 
                                 
Readers/Intercessors                               Nancy Boccia, Jean Collins, Doug Fromm 
 
Ushers                                                  John Harter, Bob Collins 
 
 
The new directives from our Bishops regarding re-gathering assume some special care be taken for 
the distribution of the sacrament. Please join us in honoring these directives to keep each other safe 
and our church able to meet for worship. 
 
At Communion: 
After the Breaking of the Bread and the Fraction anthem, those present but not receiving and those 
attending by Zoom will be led by the celebrant in the Prayer for Spiritual Communion, during which 
the choir will move from the dais to the altar for communion offered at two stations. As they finish, 
ushers will instruct members of the congregation when to approach the altar. Please go to the 
station on your side of the center aisle remaining masked, and allow the priest to place the 
consecrated host in the palm of your hand. Then, once returned to your seat, please remove your 
mask to receive the bread then replace it as we wait for others to receive communion. Once all have 
received, please stand as the celebrant instructs all to join in saying the Post-Communion prayer.  
 
Thank you for being a part of today’s service. It represents one more step toward normal gathering 
in our parish’s life. 
 
God’s blessings, 
Joe+ and Gail+   
                

All music copyrighted under license One License.net #A-709079     
 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

204 Monument Road 
Orleans, Massachusetts 02653-3512 

  
(508) 255-0433 

 
  

Website:  holyspiritorleans.org 
  

Parish Mission Statement 
We proclaim Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord,  

welcome all people, and serve one another with love. 
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