The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
THE HOLY EUCHARIST (RITE II)
10:00 am

Welcome
Prelude

I Come with Joy
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arr. Wilbur Held

The Word of God
Hymn 304 I Come with Joy (vs 1-3)

Land of Rest

(please remain muted)
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Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

S-280 Glory to God

Powell
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The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son
Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the
way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A reading from Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join
it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom,
may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.
As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both
of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:24-30
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
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27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; *
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD’S for ever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
A reading from 1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So
we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love
God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn 379 God is Love (vs 1 & 3)

Abbot’s Leigh

(please remain muted)
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People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and
I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire,
and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Reverend Joseph Robinson

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common good.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us.
Please unmute to add your own blessings and then mute again.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
We pray especially for: Milt Barnes Jr., Arlene Barrett, Elizabeth Beattie, Robert Blanchet, Kate
Carroll, Beverly Chace, Dorothy Cross, Betty Daiute, Noah Evans, Ali Funnell, Marcia Galazzi,
Ernest Gordon, Mary Beth Guiliano, Adelaide Hubler, Ruth Evans Jones, Leo Liatsos, Joe
Manson, Tyler Marshall, Ed Mason, Bill Nemitz, Dianna Oliveira, Jennifer Peters, Linda Stabb,
Wesley Stonelake, Don Usher, Bill Wahlquist, Jared, John, Mike.
Please unmute to add your own petitions and mute again.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Margaret Young and Bill Kirkby, that
your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your
eternal kingdom.
Please unmute to add your own petitions and mute again.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
O God of peace and light, Our hearts are heavy with the weight of the Nation’s spirit just now;
but racial inequities, equality under the law, rampant gun violence, the resurgence of mass
shootings, the strain of waiting for vaccine distribution in a race against an evolving virus, We
are exhausted from living in a world we didn’t expect for more than a year now and it is hard to
predict the road ahead. We cannot fix this by ourselves, and yet you call us to action as people of
God’s peace. Let that be our first response and our guiding light. Breathe your will through us, O
God, and make us instruments of your peace. We pray this in the name of the Prince of Peace,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: look graciously on your church and so guide the minds
of those who shall choose a rector for this parish that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will
care for your people and equip us for all our ministries; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty and Everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and on earth, hear our prayers for this
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all
things necessary for our common life and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your
holy Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

9

The Holy Communion for Reserved Sacrament
Hymn 306 Come, risen Lord (vs 1)

Sursum Corda

(please remain muted)

Jesus said, “Abide in me, as I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. By this my
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father loved
me, so have I loved you; abide in my love.” (John 15:4-5a, 8-9)
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus
Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who lives and
reigns for ever and ever. Amen
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Let us pray in the words our Savoir Christ taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Holy Jesus, Redeemer of the World, we believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament
of this altar. Even while we are unable to receive you in the elements of bread and wine, we
invite you to enter our hearts and be our companion along the way. As we receive you in
spirit, we long to know your presence in the community of believers once again. Awaiting
in hope, we rest in the faith that you are present in every moment of our lives and will
never leave us comfortless. For all good things come from you O Lord, and from that
goodness, lead us to the love of others. For you live with the Father and the Holy Spirit
now and forever. Amen.

Hymn 657 Love divine, all loves excelling (vs 1 & 2)
(see page 12)
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Hyfrydol

Hymn 657 Love divine, all loves excelling (vs 1 & 2)
(please remain muted)
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Hyfrydol

Postcommunion Prayer
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by grace you accept us as living members of your Son Jesus Christ, and feed us
with spiritual food in this sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace to do your work of reconciliation as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To Him, to
you, and to the Holy Spirit may all creation sing hymns of thanks and praise. Amen.

The Blessing
May the God who raises Jesus to new life, raise us up to good works and new faith. Amen.
May the God who raises us up, send us out to be holy people in the world. Amen.
May the God who sends us out, gather us again at a table in that kingdom which is both now and
forever. Amen.
And, may the God of all grace, who creates, redeems and sanctifies all things, bless, preserve and
keep you both now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal
Postlude

Deacon
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sing, ye Faithful, Sing with Gladness

Hymn 492

Celebrant

The Rev. Gail Smith

Preacher

The Rev. Joseph Robinson

Organist

Joan Kirchner

Readers/ Intercessors

Jean Collins, John Harter, Kathy and Bob Hubby
Brian Ridgeway

Eucharistic Visitor
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