The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021
THE HOLY EUCHARIST (RITE II)
10:00 am

Prelude

St. Columba
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arr. Raymond Haan

Welcome

The Word of God
Hymn 174 At the Lamb's high feast we sing (vs 1 & 4)
(please remain muted)
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Salzburg

Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

S-280 Glory to God

Powell
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The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice
we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A reading from Acts 4:5-12
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name
did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people
and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was
sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is `the
stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.' There is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by
which we must be saved."
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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A reading from 1 John 3:16-24
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for
one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother
or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in
truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts
before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him. And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has
given us.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 343 Shepherd of souls (vs 1-3)

St. Agnes

(please remain muted)
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People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I
lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again.
I have received this command from my Father.”
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Reverend Gail Smith

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
[and the Son], who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common good.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us.
Please unmute to add your own blessings and then mute again.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
We pray especially for: Milt Barnes Jr., Arlene Barrett, Elizabeth Beattie, Robert Blanchet, Kate
Carroll, Beverly Chace, Dorothy Cross, Betty Daiute, Noah Evans, Ali Funnell, Marcia Galazzi,
Ernest Gordon, Mary Beth Guiliano, Adelaide Hubler, Ruth Evans Jones, Bill Kirkby, Leo
Liatsos, Joe Manson, Tyler Marshall, Ed Mason, Bill Nemitz, Dianna Oliveira, Jennifer Peters,
Linda Stabb, Wesley Stonelake, Don Usher, Bill Wahlquist, Margaret Young, Jared, John, Mike.
For all our service women and men.
Please unmute to add your own petitions and mute again.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Please unmute to add your own petitions and mute again.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: look graciously on your church and so guide the minds
of those who shall choose a rector for this parish that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will
care for your people and equip us for all our ministries; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty and Everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and on earth, hear our prayers for this
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us all
things necessary for our common life and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your
holy Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Offertory

Praise the Lord, Rise up Rejoicing
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Hymn 334

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of
the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus S-125

Richard Proulx

9

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, the God-Bearer, and all your saints, we may enter
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Holy Jesus, Redeemer of the World, we believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament
of this altar. Even while we are unable to receive you in the elements of bread and wine, we
invite you to enter our hearts and be our companion along the way. As we receive you in
spirit, we long to know your presence in the community of believers once again. Awaiting
in hope, we rest in the faith that you are present in every moment of our lives and will
never leave us comfortless. For all good things come from you O Lord, and from that
goodness, lead us to the love of others. For you live with the Father and the Holy Spirit
now and forever. Amen.

Hymn 708 Savior, like a shepherd lead us
(see page 12)
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Sicilian Mariners

Hymn 708 Savior, like a shepherd lead us
(please remain muted)
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Sicilian Mariners

Postcommunion Prayer
Let us pray.
Eternal God, by grace you accept us as living members of your Son Jesus Christ, and feed us
with spiritual food in this sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace to do your work of reconciliation as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To Him, to
you, and to the Holy Spirit may all creation sing hymns of thanks and praise. Amen.

The Blessing
May the God who raises Jesus to new life, raise us up to good works and new faith. Amen.
May the God who raises us up, send us out to be holy people in the world. Amen.
May the God who sends us out, gather us again at a table in that kingdom which is both now and
forever. Amen.
And, may the God of all grace, who creates, redeems and sanctifies all things, bless, preserve and
keep you both now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal
Postlude

Deacon
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P. Manz

Praise the Lord, Rise up Rejoicing

Celebrant

The Rev. Joseph Robinson

Preacher

The Rev. Gail Smith

Organist

Joan Kirchner
Nancy Boccia, Tom Dewing, Fay and Ike Cole

Readers/Intercessors
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