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A Service of 

Morning Prayer 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00 am 

September 27, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude              Hymn 527  Singing songs of expectation              Ton-y-Botel  

                                 

Officiant   I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”   

   Psalm 122:1 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

  Officiant   Lord, open our lips. 

  People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Officiant and People   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

   it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
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Our Cantor will sing the Psalm 

 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 

and what our forefathers have told us, * 

we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 

and the wonderful works he has done. 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 

and all the night through with a glow of fire. 

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen  

 

The Lessons 
 

A reading from Exodus 17:1-7 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The 

people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 

you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the 

people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and 

our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with 

this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 

people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 

struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 

rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of 

the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and 

tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

A reading from Philippians 2:1-13 
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 

but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death⸺even death on a 

cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 

 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 

more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 

who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn (see page 4) 
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Hymn 344  Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing                                        Sicilian Mariners 

(Please remain muted.)  
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A reading from Matthew 21:23-32 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 

was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 

will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 

or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 

will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 

afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 

know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 

went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of 

the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 

came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 

believe him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon       The Right Reverend Alan Gates 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 
    
He ascended into heaven, 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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The Prayers 

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy Name,     

   thy kingdom come,      

   thy will be done,      

      on earth as it is in heaven.         

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those       

      who trespass against us.         

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,     

   for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Suffrage B    
 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

 

V. Day by day we bless you; 

R. We praise your Name for ever. 

 

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 

 

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R. For we put our trust in you. 

 

V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 

fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 

heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  

 

 



 

7 
 

For the Human Family 
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 

compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 

hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 

struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations 

and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Our Time and for the Earth 
 

Dear God, Creator of the earth, this sacred home we share; Give us new eyes to see the beauty all 

around and to protect the wonders of creation. Give us new arms to embrace the strangers among 

us and to know them as family. Give us new ears to hear and understand those who live off the 

land and to hear and understand those who extract its resources. Give us new hearts to recognize 

the brokenness in our communities and to heal the wounds we have inflicted. Give us new hands 

to serve the earth and its people and to shape beloved community. For you are the One who 

seeks the lost, binds our wounds and sets us free, and it is in the name of Jesus the Christ we 

pray.  Amen.  
 

(Bishop Carol J. Gallagher, Member of the Cherokee Nation and Regional Canon, Diocese of 

Massachusetts) 

 

Hymn (see page 8) 
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Hymn 450 All hail the power of Jesus’ name (verses 1 & 3)                          Coronation 

(Please remain muted.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9 
 

Intercessions 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, 

our Presiding Bishop; Alan and Gayle our bishops; for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all 

who seek you in the community of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out 

your work of reconciliation in the world.  

 

God of love,  

Hear our prayers for the church.  

 

Silence  

 

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and unity 

across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would 

serve the common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out against hatred, to actively 

resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love.  

 

God of freedom,  

Hear our prayers for the world.  

 

Silence  

 

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the animals and 

birds, the mountains and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. 

Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we may leave to 

our children’s children the legacy of beauty and abundance that you have given us.  

 

God of justice, 

Hear our prayers for the earth.  

 

Silence  

 

God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and markets; 

for our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and 

opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all people, beginning 

here at home.  

 

God of peace,  

Hear our prayers for this community.  

 

Silence  

 

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are closely 

linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For refugees and 

prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; for all 

held down by prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek 

and serve Christ in all persons.  
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We pray especially for:  Milt Barnes Jr., Elizabeth Beattie, Robert Blanchet, Kate Carroll, 

Beverly Chace, Arline Consiglio, Dorothy Cross, Betty Daiute, Noah Evans, Casie Fariello, Ali 

Funnell, Ernest Gordon, Adelaide Hubler, Ruth Evans Jones, Joe Manson, Ed Mason, Bill 

Nemitz, Dianna Olivera, Jennifer Peters, The Bayuk Family, Linda Stabb, Jared.  For all our 

service women and men. 

 

We pray for those affected by COVID 19, especially those on the front lines: Dr. Susan Cornell, 

Kristin Crighton, Dr. Donald Dupuis, Liberty Jane Dupuis, Steven Isner, Carol LaBranche, 

Kristian Kurtzke, Jenn Marlin, Dr. David Meguerdichian, Dr. Nadia Huancuhuari, Dr. Michael 

Meguerdichian, Joy, Danielle Pensa, Meg Nemitz, Kelly Crossland, Justin Tavano, Holly 

Tavano, Kimberly Topping, Mike Topping, Peter Vogt 

 

We invite you to add your own intercessions.  

(Please unmute to add your own prayers and then mute again.) 

 

God of mercy,  

Hear our prayers for all who are in need. 

 

Silence  

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

 

We invite you to add your own intercessions.  

(Please unmute to add your own prayers and then mute again.) 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every generation who have 

worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died 

because of hatred; and for all the communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to proclaim 

your Good News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the 

saints in light.  

 

God of grace,  

Hear our prayers for those who have died. 

 

Silence  

 

Concluding Collect 
 

Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers would 

crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us 

with all people in bonds of love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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             The General Thanksgiving 
  

 Officiant   Let us pray together, 

 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up ourselves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

The Officiant says the Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord, Alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude                             Hymn 473  Lift high the cross                                  Crucifer                                       
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Celebrant and Preacher             The Right Reverend Alan Gates 

 

Organist and Cantor                                Joan Kirchner 

 

Readers            Tom Dewing and Cynthia Murray 

                                                                                        

Intercessors             The Keeffe-Jones Family 

                      

      

 

 
 

 

 

 There will be a coffee hour with Bishop Gates directly following this service.  

   Please stay online. 
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