
 

   

TOGETHER 

Dear Friends, 

Oddly enough, on the first Sunday of Advent, in church, we are given to hear Scriptures which tell of 
the Second Coming of Christ.  This year, it’s a passage from Luke.  It gives us a good dose of 
“apocalyptic literature,” from the lips of Jesus, himself. 

This kind of writing intends to re-shape how we look at reality.  We are led to a different way of  
seeing—beyond what earthly eyes perceive.   

Apocalyptic writing is difficult for us for a number of reasons.  It disrupts our sense of normal, and 
we don’t like that, even if “normal” isn’t very good.   

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory”  

  (Luke 21:25-27) 

We can get nervous when what we identify as the “real world” may turn out to be not so real after 
all.  But there is a gift to be received in this holy dislocation of our sense of normal.  Apocalyptic 
writings in the Bible were given to God’s people in times of great stress, great danger:  in times 
when it looked like God was not in charge, when the bad stuff—in all forms—seemed to have the 
power to carry the day.  We need our perception of reality reformed.  What we now “see” is not all 
that we will get.  And it’s not all that’s going on, right now, either. 

J. R. R. Tolkien wrote of what he called the “regaining of a clear view” of things in this world of ours: 

“I do not say ‘seeing things as they are’…though I might venture to say ‘seeing things are we 
are (or were) meant to see them’.”  (“On Fairy Stories,” now published in The Tolkien    
Reader, Del Rey/Ballantine, page 77) 

The problem with a disenchanted, “demythologized” way of looking at reality is that we no longer 
see things as we were meant to see them—in their wondrous and terrible depths:  no longer seeing 
as we were meant to see—as God’s people.   

The ultimate, deepest reality is not injury, heartache, alienation and injustice.  Those are certainly all
-too-real.  But there is a greater, more ultimate, and ultimately more enduring reality, a truer truth 
to which we belong—in the midst of all things.   The Gospel of Jesus Christ tells us even more:  This 
Reality—this One—is breaking through to us, claiming us; making us his own.  In him, we can start to 
see “as we are meant to see.”  And what we see (and will see), in him, is better than the “best” than 
this world has to give—and better than we ever could have imagined on our own.  And oddly 
enough, we then make more of a here-and-now difference, for good.  Those eagerly waiting for 
Christ have more blessing to receive, and actual benefit to give, in all the time “until he comes.” 

Blessed Advent to you all. 
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READING FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH ON TUESDAY MORNINGS  December 4th and 18th   Sandy Marshall 
The “Tuesday Study Group Reading For Spiritual Growth” meets in the Parish Library twice a month on the first and third Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m. to noon to discuss books related to our spiritual journeys.  Our time together includes  worship and “checking in” on 
what’s going on in our lives while nurturing our spiritual gardens, weeds included! Come join us as we continue to discuss Amy-Jill 
Levine’s Short Stories by Jesus, reviewing Jesus’ parables. Contact Sandy Marshall for more information at svm2@comcast.net or 
508-255-9971.  

YOUTH BREAKFAST  - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
JOIN US ON  

  December 2nd after the 10:00 service  
                            For another wonderful brunch prepared and served by our youth group 

LADIES’ LUNCHEON  -   SEE YOU ON DECEMBER 6TH 12:00 Noon 
Our Ladies Luncheon on November 8th included a grand celebration in anticipation of Barbara Mahoney’s 100th birthday on    
November 11th.  She was born on the actual Armistice Day-the official end of WWI.  How cool is that!  

A big thank you to all the women of the Thursday luncheon who gave me a lovely 100th birthday celebration. They made 
me “Queen for a day”! An extra thanks to Fay Cole who made that delicious dessert. What a great group of women and a 
wonderful Church of the Holy Spirit. Many thanks, Barbara Mahoney. 

Our December meeting will fall on December 6th and we hope to see you all there.  It is a busy month, so mark your calendars 
now and plan to join us at 12 noon.  Bring a sandwich to share and a yearning to sing in the season.  Dilys will lead the way on the 
piano. The December committee:  1/2 and 1/2 and lemon - Jane Affleck; our dearly loved chips - Ginny Lucil; paper goods - Gayle 
Binney-Sterne; Juice and table decorations - Fay Cole  

        FIRST FRUITS HOLIDAY SALE 
                                    SATURDAY DECEMBER 1ST & SUNDAY DECEMBER 2ND 

 

Do you need a holiday centerpiece or mantel swag or  
a small arrangement to take as a hostess gift or to a shut in friend? 

     Do you enjoy home made Christmas cookies 
     Then come to the CHS First Fruits Holiday Sale!               

Choose from lovely arrangements made from fresh cut greens  
 Cookie Trays, Gift Baskets, Something for everyone! 

                         Proceeds are donated through CHS to local charities 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS    
See Spirit Kids for additional information about these Holiday events and sign up in the Gathering Room for your part in the   
Christmas Eve Pageant, for the number of Gingerbread Houses you would like to make, and for the number of slices of pizza you 
wish to have that evening. We also need volunteers to assemble the gingerbread houses.  Thank you! 

  ADVENT WREATH-MAKING Sunday, December 2nd  9:45-11:00 in the Gathering Room. Bring greens if you can.  Adam+ will 
bless the wreaths :) 

 ASSEMBLING GINGERBREAD HOUSES Friday, December 7th  5:30  -  Volunteers needed! 

 Saturday, December 8th PAGEANT REHEARSAL 5:00, PIZZA 5:30, GINGERBREAD HOUSE-MAKING  6:30 

 SALE OF GINGERBREAD HOUSES Sunday, December 9th in the Parish Hall—stop in after church 

 PAGEANT COSTUMES ASSIGNED Sunday, December 16th after church service 

 CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT Monday, December 24th 4:30  

 VEGGIE TALE CHRISTMAS THEATER Sunday , December 30th  9:45  - Gathering Room 

 EPIPHANY TROUP- Sunday, January  6th at the 10 am service -children attend service with their families and go to CHS Library 
after Troup for a fun activity. 

 

Have a blessed Advent, Christmas and New Year’s…..       Brooke, Ruth, Joan, Matthew, Sharyn 
 
 

mailto:svm2@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj6tKKIt5fQAhXB6YMKHQokBV0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F348817933612947576%2F&bvm=bv.137904068,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEkAIVJsiF90EvdMosN0GqKdy8L9w&ust=14786349998
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LABYRINTH WALKS—Gail Smith+ 
 

Advent Labyrinth Walks – Fridays December 7th, 14th, and 21st at 10:00 in the Parish Hall. 
Advent is the time in which we prepare for Christmas. It is a time during which we look for the Coming of 
Christ as a small child in Bethlehem; we look for Christ to come again, and we look for Christ  who lives in our hearts.      
Come give yourself time to reflect and walk with us as we journey through Advent to Christmas and beyond.  
 

 “Advent Quiet Day- Praying our way to Bethlehem” – Saturday December 15th  – in the Parish Hall      
We will explore our own journeys as an outward journey and an inner journey to God at our center. We will use  
various ways to pray: Journaling. Poetry, Guided Meditation, and Contemplative Prayer. We will end the day with a 
Eucharist. Please bring your own brown bag lunch. Beverages and morning snacks will be provided. Please contact 
the church office if you plan to attend. If you have any questions please contact Gail Smith. Come join us for the day  
as a way to find some quiet reflection time in these last busy days before Christmas.  
 

Epiphany Labyrinth Walk – Friday January 4th at 10:00 in the Parish Hall. 
Epiphany is a season of light. It begins with the coming of the wise-men who followed a star to Bethlehem. It ends the 
Sunday before Ash Wednesday. Come walk with us as we explore this season of light.     

CHRISTMAS WEEK SERVICE SCHEDULE 
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS… Come worship with us. 

 

Weekend of Advent IV 

Saturday, 4 PM on December 22, and both services Sunday, December 23, 8 AM & 10 AM,  

                                                        will be held in the PARISH HALL. 
 

Christmas Eve—Monday, December 24th 
4:30 PM, Christmas Pageant & Eucharist 

            10:00 PM, Christmas Choral Eucharist  

Christmas Day Tuesday, December 25th  
            10:00 AM, Eucharist with Carols 

 
 

THE GIVING TREE 2018                                                                                                                                   
Thanks to our Youth Group, the Giving Tree is up and full of dove ornaments.  This year we are serving    
families in need from Homeless Prevention Council (HPC) and Safe Harbor (SH) domestic violence shelter.   
 

Please take a “dove” from the tree, and purchase the pajamas and slippers (HPC) or hats and gloves (SH)   
as listed on the dove. Safe Harbor requests gifts for the children AND their moms because many of them 
arrive at the shelter with nothing but what they are wearing that day.  If you would like to include an      
additional gift, they have suggested an Amazon Gift Card (available at local grocery stores and Staples).  
 

PLEASE DO NOT WRAP THE GIFTS but you are welcome to include gift wrap and tape in the bag when returning the 
gifts.   If you can, include a gift receipt in case something doesn’t fit, as well as a black plastic or other opaque garbage 
bag so that parents can sneak gifts into the home.   
 

It is MOST IMPORTANT to include the “dove ornament” with your gifts.  It has all the information about the person 
or family that will receive the gifts.   
 

Please RETURN your bag of gifts to the tree ON OR BEFORE SUNDAY DECEMBER 9th as we must deliver 

them on Monday December 10th.   
 

If you have questions, please ask or call Brooke Eaton-Skea, 774-279-3453 or email brookeskea@gmail.com.  
Thank you. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxr8GBlurSAhUX24MKHfY6BRMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/labyrinth.html&bvm=bv.150120842,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNH4QDqsX7pJh_3OymI_OMZFO0QIFA&ust=14902741
mailto:brookeskea@gmail.com
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About Us 

Looking back at 2018 in retrospect through the lens of the monthly Together editions has confirmed we are a very active and 
special parish.  My family worshiped at CHS on our summer vacations.  My parents later became members when they built our 
Orleans home.  CHS was always our special place to worship and becoming active members was automatic for Jack and me when 
we moved here in 2004.  We are so blessed to be a part of this “family”.   

“About Us” articles featuring different parishioners each month began in February 2017.  Getting to spend quality time with these 
folks as I complete my interviews has been a lot of fun.  So, for this final 2018 edition of Together, instead of featuring one family, 
this month’s article will be “About ALL of Us” and our accomplishments this year. Space limitations will not allow us to include all 
we have done…. I do hope you will enjoy thinking back on our year together and look forward to another spirit-filled year        
celebrating our faith and community.  Sue Sasso 

 

To begin, this October began the 10th year of Adam+’s ministry as our Rector.  We are blessed to have him be our spiritual 
leader, preacher and educator.  Gail Smith+ as our Assisting Priest makes a tremendous contribution to our parish  life and also 
now as our Labyrinth leader.  We are also blessed with retired clergy who aptly fill in during the year including  Ken Campbell+, 
Bill Huess+ and Anne Koehler+.   

There are many tasks needed to make our parish run smoothly.  The ever pleasant and smiling staff including Debbi Manning, 
Arline Consiglio, Ann Anderson,  Wayne Currey, and weekend Sextons Kim Gagne and Steve Brooks keep the business of our 
church running smoothly.   Add to this list, the faithful Receptionist, Together Folding and Offertory Counting Teams and                 
Kate Paradise’s oversight of our web and Facebook sites, we have a well tuned parish!  Thank you! 

We also have a very wide variety of worship choices plus ministries and fellowship opportunities that address the diverse needs 
of our parish.  We should be proud of our welcoming atmosphere and truly living out our Mission Statement to proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord, welcome all people, and serve one another with love. 
 

Church School and Youth Group -  “Watch over thy children O’ Lord as their days increase….” 
Our parish children and young adults bring such joy and special moments to our parish.  As we prepare for the annual celebration 
of the birth of Jesus with our Giving Tree and another wonderful Christmas Pageant performed by our youth, we need to give 
special thanks to the Church School Staff and Youth Group Leaders (Sharyn Laughton, Joan McFadden, Brooke Eaton-Skea, Ruth 
Campbell, Meredith Perkins, Matt Thompson) and many other volunteers who have nurtured and educated our youth all year.  
The Youth Group Leaders have also supported wonderful monthly brunches prepared and served by our youth…. a special way to 
begin each month! 

The year began with a glorious Epiphany Troup and Gifts to the Christ Child.  After that, Bernie Hutchens read a Christmas story in 
the Library called Great Joy followed by fun activities with Caroline Keeffe-Jones. The year continued with a Lenten youth      
sponsored Tuesday Pancake Supper, Lenten Jar that was used to collect the children’s donations for future events, a Family  
Walking the Way of the Cross with Gail+, Easter Egg Hunt, Communion Preparation Class for 6 children and 7 Confirmands (one 
who commented “Loved it!”);  Additional events included several fund raising events to support the BCH Camp retreat.  At the 
talent show we learned that Elizabeth and Madeline Moronta are quite the comedians.  AND we had 5 baptisms welcoming    
children to our fold.  We pray these activities will sustain our youth as they grow into faith-filled adults. 

Lastly, there is one activity that happens every Sunday.  The children (Nursery through High School) sit in the Gathering Room of 
the Parish Hall in a circle and talk, share and  LISTEN to each other’s  thoughts, offerings, ideas, imaginations and prayers.  
 

Parish Fund Raising Events 

Four major fund raising events happened this year – October Rummage Sale, November Holiday Bazaar followed by the         
Antique Show and December First Fruits Sale.   Through the team leaderships of Melissa Keefe, Ike & Fay Cole, Priscilla Isner, 
Sue Sasso, Debbie Meguerdichian and Dotty Walsh, these events helped us raise money that supports our parish. But we gain 
so much more than income.  As Ike Cole wrote in his Rummage Sale report, “these are vehicles which promote awareness and  
understandings for parishioners who have just met and/or found our  parish family for the first time.”  They are also fantastic 
ways for parishioners to be with old and new friends who may worship at different services and spend quality time  together… 
chatting, catching up and just enjoying being with each other!  AND…. We get to showcase our church to the broader community.   

Each of these events create a special glow in the parish hall as we welcome everyone through our doors.  Thank you to the 
leaders and the many volunteers who helped make these events so special and successful.   
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HOLIDAY BAZAAR— Sue Sasso & Priscilla Isner, co-chairs 
Thank you to all who helped make our November 3rd Holiday Bazaar so successful.  All of your donations of food, cookies, jewelry, 
books, white elephant items and your time and talents enabled us to raise over $6,500.  While the weather outside was wet and 
windy, the glow of the spirit was warm and welcoming inside.  It was a beautiful  and fun event for all who volunteered or     

attended and supported us and a great way to kick off our holiday season.  

A HUGE “THANK YOU” FOR A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY ANTIQUES SHOW AND SALE!!  Debbie Meguerdichian, Chair 

I want to thank the parish for the wonderful support for the 41st Annual Holiday Antiques Show and Sale on November 23 & 24th.   
Your help as patrons and volunteers has allowed us to have another successful year. THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!  Thank you for 
taking the time to respond as patrons, volunteering to obtain donors and sponsors, covering the “gate,” printing labels and putting 
them on envelopes, setting up the program listing for the show, working in the kitchen, helping to set up and close down the show 
and sharing your time, skills, and talents in so many other ways.  The true sense of community that surrounds us here at the 
Church of the Holy Spirit make this event so special every year.  May God’s blessings be with all of us and our families as we look 
towards the celebration of Christ’s birth.  Thank you.  

About Us—continued 
 
Music 
While we searched for our new Music Director, Joan Kirchner who began her service with us in May 20th, we were able to continue 
our music ministry from January through May with the leadership of Lori Linton.  We also were blessed with The Rev. Joe Marchio 
as our guest preacher and organist at the Easter Vigil when our choir was joined by members of the choir of Chatham                   
Congregational Church.  That Vigil was an amazing service with record attendance!  Working with Lori in that time were Dilys Smith 
and Ike Cole offering their dedicated efforts at organ and piano. Under Joan Kirchner’s direction, the special Choral Evensong, a 
classic of Anglican/Episcopal devotion, was held on October 21st for the first time at CHS in many years and was a great success. 
 

Re-Imagining Task Force (Tom Dewing,  Doug Fromm, Jack Gentile, Sandy Marshall, Gail Binney-Sterne) Under the leadership of 
Melissa Keefe, the task force reached out to most ministry groups to discern what we do well and how we can re -imagine our 
future.  The Vestry has taken this feedback and is in the final stages of creating Five Action Items that will be implemented in the 
coming year.   

 

Pastoral Care Ministries including Lay Eucharistic Vistors under the leadership of Celia Calhoun have been re-developed with 
increased coordination. All told these ministries engaged in the need of at least 75 parishioners this year.  

 

Our Altar Guild led by Vickie Hutchens, Flower Guild led by Marty Williams, Hospitality teams who create lovely receptions after 
funerals and other events, and all who Usher or are Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), Lectors, Intercessors and Acolytes all play 
important roles in our many worship opportunities.  
 

Wardens Rick Paris and Cynthia Murray, Treasurer Steve Koehler, and Vestry members Debbie Beal, Marcia Bechtold, Daniel     
Corcoran, Doug Fromm, Brooke Eaton-Skea, Jack Gentile, Melissa Keeffe-Jones, Katherine Paradise, Brenda Ridgeway are truly  
outstanding!  They do more work, much of it “behind the scenes,” than most can even imagine!! 
 

The Garden Team under Gilbert Merritt’s leadership keeps our grounds looking great. The Building & Grounds team under Dan 
Corcoran’s leadership keeps the structures sound and in working order. 
 

We have so many opportunities to nurture our soul and advance our fellowship and spiritual life through being a Free Shop        
Volunteer, attending the monthly Ladies’ Luncheon, weekly meetings of St. Martha’s and Kimball Guilds and volunteering in the 
Galley West, be a volunteer with Food 4 Kids, attend Adult Education and Book Study groups,  volunteering at Coffee Hour, 
Health Ministry Nurses who keep us informed and educated, Prayer Shawl Knitters,  Shepherd Group leaders,  Bob and Janet 
Winter and Bill and Margaret Anne Huess as our CC Council of Churches delegates, parish Artists who share their talents … and 
many more big and small things we do for each other…. All of these need to be recognized and thanked. 
 

If I have omitted anyone, please accept my apology.  We all play an important and thank you for what you do at CHS. 
 

Now ,as we prepare to celebrate Christmas and turn the last pages of our 2018-Year Book, let’s all give thanks for our parish family.  
Blessings to each and every one of you who have found your way to our doors.  May you continue to find peace, love and joy with 
us in the new year.   

 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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SHEPHERD GROUPS— 

 The Eastham/Wellfleet Shepherd Group will meet on Sunday December 16th for their annual  potluck supper and Yankee 
 Swap at the home of Fay and Ike Cole— 180 Hay Road, Eastham.  RSVP to: dsmithcapecod@gmail.com 

 Orleans, Brewster/Dennis Shepherd Groups will NOT be meeting in December…. See you in the New Year. 
Group Coordinators: Orleans–Judy Gardiner;   Brewster/Dennis— Elizabeth Merritt;   Eastham/Wellfleet—Dilys Smith 

ADULT EDUCATION CONTINUES IN DECEMBER    Please join Adam+ Sundays in the Fireplace Room at 9 am.  We will continue 
working our way through Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.  This is a very lively, interactive Bible study, led by Adam+.  No 

homework required!  Just come in spirit, mind, and heart. 

CAPE COD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
You are probably looking forward to celebrating Christmas as are we. For folks on a limited budget there is concern that all the   
pre-Christmas advertising they see may have raised their children’s Christmas gift expectations too high. Fortunately, there is a 
place where a parent can shop without any money... the Cape Cod Council of Churches Toy Distribution Center.      

Each year, the toys you donate at the Epiphany Troup are carefully stored at CHS.  In early December they are brought down from 
the CHS attic and delivered to the Toy Distribution Center.  There will be another Troup on Epiphany this Christmas season on         
Sunday, January 6th.  Maybe you could take advantage of the pre-and post-Christmas sales to be even more generous this year.  

The Toy Distribution Center is one of the charities supported by our CHS Outreach Committee.  Perhaps you’ll enjoy your       

Christmas celebration a little more knowing that you have helped make some needy person’s holiday a little happier.     

   Fr. Bill & Margaret Anne Heuss and Janet & Bob Winter    

THE FREE SHOP— Sharyn Laughton and Suzy Gray 
'Tis the season of giving - thank you for your December donations of WINTER clothing and PAPER shopping bags with 
handles.  We have limited space for books, toys and Christmas decorations.  Visit the FREE SHOP - find a gift for a 
child, neighbor, friend, stranger in need. The shop is open  Mondays - Noon to 3 and Wednesdays 10 to 1.   If the 
shop is closed, there is a container outside the shop door for your donations. THANK YOU! (PLEASE—NO SUMMER CLOTHES)  

HEALTH MINISTRY— Ann Pike-Paris, Chair      The Health topic is Colon Cancer 

 Did you know that Colon Cancer is the 3rd most common cancer diagnosed in both men and women in the U.S.? 

 Do you know how to get tested?   

 Do you know the risk factors and what you may be able to do to lower your risk? 

 Find the answers at the health table after services on Sundays in December, or on the desk in the Reception area.  
 

Other Health Related Resources & contacts: 
Barnstable County Human Services  www.bchumanservices.net  Comprehensive web site with access to multiple Cape resources  

Councils on Aging 
Orleans: 508-255-6333     Brewster: 508-896-2737    Chatham: 508-945-5190           Eastham: 508-255-6164  
Harwich: 508-430-7530     Wellfleet: 508-349-0319    Yarmouth: 508-398-9866         Truro: 508-487-2462 
VNAs of Cape Cod 
Hyannis: 508-957-7400  Falmouth: 508-495-5716 So. Dennis: 508-957-7400 
Cape Cod Hospital Social Services Department  508-862-5501 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Center for Disease Control & Prevention—1-800-232-4636/ www.ccic.gov/vaccines 
 

Support Groups: Independence House offers a variety of support groups. They include domestic violence, stress management, 
survivors of sexual violence, parenting empowerment, seeking safety (trauma and substance abuse) empowerment by language 
(for those for whom English is a second language), children exposed to domestic violence, healthy  relationships for both tweens 

and teens.   Contact abbyf@indhouse.net, 508-771-6507 x 222; or lizb@indhouse.net, x 236; or dianec@indhouse.net, x 231. 

CHS FEATURED ARTIST  - A CHS Christmas Tradition displaty of Christmas Creches from around the world. 

Make sure you stop in the Reception area to see the magnificent Creches on display that are owned by many    
members of the parish. The appliquéd hangings by Gail Smith+ depicting the nativity story will be featured,        
complemented by crèches on loan from the parishioners of The Church of the Holy Spirit.  Please make time to look at 
these special Christmas traditions. 

Please contact Cynthia Murray at 508/896-5634 or csamurray@mac.com if you have a crèche or other Advent or Christmas        
decorative items you are willing to share. 

mailto:dsmithcapecod@gmail.com
http://www.bchumanservices.net
mailto:abbyf@indhouse.net
mailto:lizb@indhouse.net
mailto:dianec@indhouse.net
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PARISH OFFICE CORNER 
-SUNDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE—All Sunday Blue Bulletin items must be sent to Debbi by Tuesday 11:00 a.m. FIRM! 
-PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday -Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The office is closed Fridays . 
-PARISH OFFICE HOLIDAY CLOSURES—The office is closed Monday December 24th,Tuesday December 25th &Tuesday January 1st. 
-PARISH OFFICE EMAILS:  REMINDER—All emails to the CHS office should be sent to office@chsorleans.org.   
-PARISH USAGE REQUESTS:   Arline Consiglio manages Parish space requests and is in the Parish Office on Monday and       
Wednesday mornings.  If you plan to use any part of the Parish for any event or meeting, please complete a  Parish Usage Form 
available in the Parish Office.  New Forms for 2019 need to be submitted to Arline. 
-JANUARY TOGETHER DEADLINE: MONDAY DECEMBER 17TH.   All questions and article contributions should be directed to     
Sue Sasso by email at susansasso@hotmail.com or contact her at 860-614-1341 (cell). 

VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  —   November 15, 2018    

 At their October retreat, the Vestry created 5 Action Items from the feedback gathered during the year long Re-imagining   
Initiatives.  The Vestry is developing action plans for each which will be reviewed and adopted at the January Vestry meeting. 

 Revised Parish Hall Usage Agreements have been developed. 

 An “Alcohol Free Golden Chalice” has been purchased.  Procedures will be developed with Adam+, Altar Guild & LEM’s. 

 Rick Paris, Steve Koehler and Melissa Keefe had a productive meeting with the Diocese regarding our annual assessment.  
The Diocese will report back to us after their December meeting. 

 The 2019 Vestry Slate has been finalized and is as follows: 
Warden:  Melissa Keeffe;  Treasurer:  Steve Koehler;  Clerk:  Jack Gentile 
Vestry-at-large (two-year terms):  Tom Dewing, Gilbert Merritt, Kate Paradise [for a second two-year term], and          
Meredith Perkins;   Vestry-at-large (one-year, unexpired terms):  Chris Crighton and Doug Fromm 
Delegate to Convention (one-year, unexpired term):  Rick Paris 

        Continuing Vestry Members: 
Warden:  Cynthia Murray; Vestry-at-large:  Brooke Eaton-Skea and Brenda Ridgeway; 
Delegate to Convention:  Jack Gentile;  Alternate Delegate to Convention:  Celia Calhoun 
Delegates to Cape Cod Council of Churches: Bob & Janet Winter; Alternates The Rev. Bill & Margaret Anne Heuss 

 The 2019 Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday February 10th;  Snow date February 24th. 

 Financial Report—2018 YTD deficit is $33.6k;  The 2019 stewardship response is at 82% of the $365k goal. 

 There is a need for additional Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEM’s)  If you are interested, please speak to Adam+ or Gail+ 

 Next Vestry Meeting is Thursday December 20th. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,    Jack Gentile, Clerk 

NAUSET INTERFAITH ASSOCIATION 

 Annual Thanksgiving Service   A capacity crowd was moved by the wisdom of our speaker, Soaring Eagle, the Mashpee       
Wampanoag medicine man, who spoke on loving Mother Earth. This popular annual interfaith service took place this year at 
the Eastham United Methodist Church on Sunday afternoon November 17th.  What joy it is for Jews, Christians of many    
different denominations and Muslims, to sing, pray, laugh and cry together!   It was good to see many members of Holy Spirit. 

 We commend to your consideration the following resolution unanimously approved by the Nauset Interfaith Steering       
Committee with members from some 20 congregations: The Nauset Interfaith Association affirms the sovereignty of the 
Mashpee Wampanoag reservation despite the September 7, 2018 action of the Federal Department of the Interior refusing to 
reaffirm its own authority to confirm such status of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Reservation.  We urge passage of House 
bill. 5244 and Senate bill 2628, The Mashpee Reservation Reaffirmation Act, a bipartisan bill that reaffirms the status of the 
Mashpee reservation and the responsibility of the United States government to Indian tribes.  For more information please 
communicate with Ken Campbell+.   

 SAVE THE DATE—MLK BREAKFAST—JANUARY 21, 2019   ERIC IN THE MORNING: JAZZ, JOY & JUSTICE                                     
The annual attendance at the Martin Luther King breakfast has grown so much over the years, it will now take place at 
the  Nauset Regional Middle School from 8:30 am to 10:30 am on Monday, January 21st with a  Free-will offering.                            
PLEASE, pre-register with Ken Campbell+ at ksbcampbell@verizon.net or 413-478-5719.       
 

This year’s breakfast will include a presentation by Eric Jackson of WGBH’S Eric in the Evening for 4 decades. Eric  will 
demonstrate through music, stories, and video, how Jazz, Gospel and Freedom music have empowered the African   
American struggle for freedom and justice for all God’s children.  How can music bring us together in our country?   
                                                   

We are deeply thankful to The Church of the Holy Spirit for hosting the annual MLK Breakfast for many years, especially 
last year when it was moved into the church itself at the last minute because of almost 300 registrations.  Many people 
have expressed appreciation for the beauty and accessibility of our buildings and the thoughtfulness of staff members 
over the many years this event has been at CHS. 

mailto:office@chsorleans.org
mailto:ksbcampbell@verizon.net
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Vestry Officers: 

Cynthia Murray, Warden 

Rick Paris,  Warden 

Steven Koehler, Treasurer 

Jack Gentile, Clerk 
 

Vestry Members: 

Debbie Beal  

Marcia Bechtold 

Daniel Corcoran 

Doug Fromm 

Brooke Eaton-Skea 

Jack Gentile 

Melissa Keeffe-Jones 

Katherine Paradise 

Brenda Ridgeway 
 

The Rev. Adam S. Linton, Rector 

The Rev. Gail Smith, Assisting Priest 

Joan Kirchner, Minister of Music 

Debbi Manning, Assistant 

Wayne Currey, Head Sexton 

Steve Brooks, Weekend Sexton 

Sue Sasso, TOGETHER  Editor 

TOGETHER— December 2018 

Or current occupant  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
See details inside the edition 

December 1st & 2nd— First Fruits Sale 
December 2nd—   Advent Wreath Making and Youth Brunch 
December 4th—    Reading for Spiritual Growth 
December 6th—    Ladies’ Luncheon 
December 7th—    Advent Labyrinth Walk 1 
                                  Assemble Gingerbread Houses 
December 8th—    Christmas Eve Pageant Rehearsal; Youth Pizza Supper;  
                                  Gingerbread House Making Party 
December 14th—  Advent Labyrinth Walk 2 
December 15th—  Advent Quiet Day 
December 16th—  Christmas Pageant Costumes Assigned 
                                 Eastham/Wellfleet Shepherd Group 
December 17th— Together Deadline  
December 18th—  Reading for Spiritual Growth 
December 20th—  Vestry Meeting 
December 21st—   Advent Labyrinth Walk 3 
December 22nd & 23rd—All services are in Parish Hall 
December 24th—   Parish Office CLOSED 
                                   Christmas Eve Pageant 4:30 pm;  Christmas Eucharist 10:00 pm 
December 25th—   MERRY CHRISTMAS    Eucharist 10:00 am. 
December 30th—    Vege Tales 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO JANUARY 
January 1st  —      Parish Office CLOSED 
January 4th   —     Epiphany Labyrinth Walk 
January 6th —       Epiphany Troup 

Our mission as The Church of the Holy Spirit is  
to proclaim Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord,  
welcome all people, and serve one another with love. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

AND  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

To stay current,  

visit our website  

https://holyspiritorleans.org/ 


