
 

   

TOGETHER 

A word from our Rector 

 

Dear friends, 
 

Last month was taken up with the impasse in our federal government, now temporarily resolved.  

With many of you in these last weeks, I’ve been thinking a great deal about the present state of  

politics. 
 

As I’ve shared with you before, I believe that churches—both more characteristically “liberal” and 

“conservative”—are a part of the problem we now face.  Across the spectrum, churches don’t seem 

to be helping people realize that political opponents could be driven by worthy motives. The 

“others” simply must be irresponsible, uncaring, etc., etc. 
 

And we’re all inclined, in the context of our own pious partisanships, to ask:  “Surely not 

we?”    (Matthew 26:22, Mark 14:19)  God give us the grace—paraphrasing the words of the classic 

spiritual—to be able to say:  Oh, Yes; “It’s We, O Lord!” 
 

It is my conviction that the number one crisis in American politics, at present, is the extreme  

ascendancy of “package deal” thinking (in other words, buying in completely to some party line; no 

exceptions tolerated); and this specifically combined with an extraordinary degree of political  

self-righteousness, both personal and collective. 
 

A world where the only thing on which everybody pretty much agrees is that justice means “my side 

wins” is a world in which we have all become fundamentalists.  The only way “out” of the mess is 

an entirely different kind of spiritual engagement with the issues of our time. 
 

Certainly, there’s a great danger in reducing our faith to a purely private arrangement with God,  

disengaged from the world.  Such a “faith” is disconnected from the God we read about in the Bible; 

that’s for sure. 
 

However, there’s another danger—a great one, in our present culture—of becoming addicted to our 

own activism, in and of itself; replacing discipleship with an unreflective infatuation with our own 

alignments.  Utopianisms (of all sorts) can be so very “busy”—and certainly impermeably assured 

(especially those promoted in contexts of political “groupthink”).  But by binding us to our own  

social fantasies, utopianisms also disconnect us from the world—which God loves, which God has 

acted to save, and to which God sends us out in mission. 
 

So sometimes, and much more often than we presently may be primed to suspect, the way of  

reflection—quieter, slower, less absolutely certain—may be just what the Doctor ordered. 
 

I’m not advocating a wholesale retreat from the political.  Each of us—in different ways—needs to 

be involved, and work, when appropriate, in common with others as our own “best lights” would 

indicate. 
 

Yet I have an increasing sense, these days, that the Spirit may be indicating to us a path of deeper 

political questioning—whatever our personal affiliation.  This would include cultivating the sense  
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that we all really have more to learn—and that we can do so from unexpected sources.  It also may include, 

when needed, being prepared to adopt a point of view that will be unpopular among those with whom we wish 

to be aligned.  Can we ever walk an idiosyncratic journey?  Could we ever bear with “suspect status” in the 

eyes of those we want to think well of us? 
 

Who knows?  Perhaps—personally and together—just this might make us more fit bearers of “the Light of the 

world,” the One in whose “light we see light”! (John 8:12, Psalm 36:9) 
 

Yours, in Him, even Christ Jesus our Lord, 
 

Adam + 

A word from our Pastoral Associate 
 

Get ready!  The Catechumenate is coming to CHS! 

                                  CATAWHAT?! 

Catechumenate or (katə-kyoōmənate) or κατηχούμενος 
 

Catechumenate comes from a Greek word meaning "to learn and explore." The  

Catechumenate is a place where we explore what it means to be a human being and a  

person of faith within our community. Catechumenate provides a place for open  

conversation with a small group about our faith, our lives, and our questions found 

through our own experiences. The small groups are the key. As one “catechumen” put it, 

"The Catechumenate provides that balance between chaos and structure that is sometimes 

lacking in daily life, but is so key in helping to learn about oneself." 
 

The earliest Christians used a lengthy version of the Catechumenate to ensure that those 

who were baptized into the church were not spies for the Roman Empire, but when the 

Roman Empire adopted Christianity as the state religion and infant baptism became the 

trend the process was dropped. It was not until the 1800s and 1900s that any sort of adult 

initial process was created to prepare someone for confirmation or reaffirmation of  

baptismal vows.  The catecumenate provides a way to explore one’s own faith, perhaps for 

the first time since their baptism, which creates in many the desire for confirmation of 

baptismal vows, reception into the Episcopal Church, or reaffirmation of baptismal vows. 

However, those who come on a bi-weekly basis are never forced to go down any of the 

roads to those important rites. The Catechumenate is an open and honest, but low pressure 

process that is about finding a voice to express one's faith and making connections with 

people of all faith backgrounds or no faith background at all. 
 

During our gatherings we will begin with a short talk rooted in Christian thought, our 

small groups focus on discovering our role within the reflection and how it applies to our 

own lives.   
 

The Catechumenate will be open to all adults and will also be used, as mentioned earlier, 

to prepare those for confirmation, reception into the Episcopal Church, or those who wish 

to renew their baptismal vows here at Church of the Holy Spirit on May 17, 2014. 
 

Stay tuned for more information regarding the start date for the Catechumenate. As of now, we are looking at 

beginning our gatherings this January. This is a fantastic process to be a part of, and we sincerely hope to see 

you there, wherever you are in your faith journey.   
 

Catechumenate = sharing experiences and stories, a place to explore,                                                                                                                                                                                              

doubt, question, rejoice in your faith, a place to gather and learn! 

Sound interesting? Please contact me! 

Deacon Sarah 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Services/Time Changes   **PLEASE NOTE!**. 

 

 
 

Events in November 
Friday, November 1 - Pampered Chef Party (Youth 
Group sponsored)  6:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

Appetizers will be served while Debbie Kimball cooks a 

meal with Pampered Chef products for us all to eat. Profits 

from sales of Pampered Chef products will go towards the 

Youth Group trip to a Heiffer International working farm in 

western Massachusetts. 
 

Thursday, November 7 - Ladies’ Lunch 
12 Noon, Parish Hall 

Women of the parish: come and join us! Volunteers for the 

day are Anne Crocker, Betty Daiute, Marge Farrell, Ginny 

Clarendon and Barbara Mahoney. Call Peter Blank if you 

need a ride (508-760-1516). 

Come and join us and bring a friend!  

 

Saturday, November 9 - Forum on Healing Our 
Culture of  Violence    
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

This half day forum is a community gathering for all 

ages seeking to better understand and begin healing the 

culture of violence that envelops us. The Forum will 

begin with a panel trying to identify the various sources 

of violence in our culture and how to begin the process 

of healing. Our speakers will be Larry Minear, noted 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Adult Education 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. - 
Parish Hall 

Leviticus: A Study of the “Law” 

in its own context and ours (led 

by Sharon Inger) 

Come and take a look at the third 

book of the Old Testament with us 

for a few Sundays. Leviticus is not 

the first book one would pick up, 

but let’s see if we can find out a bit 

more about what is going on inside! 

November 3: Historical back-

ground – the writers, the context, 

the significance for the ancient  

Israelis. 

November 10: Sacrifice and  

purification – what is really going 

on here? 

November 17: The Holiness Code 

– what does Leviticus say to us  

today?  
 

Thursdays at Three  

Gathering Room  

East Asian Brush Painting and 

the Writings of Thomas Merton.  

The Rev. Dr. Judith Davis, Rector 

of Christ Church Episcopal in  

Harwich Port, will lead us in a  

series of three “Thursdays at 

Three” in November (7, 14, 21). In 

order to immerse ourselves again in 

the works of Thomas Merton, we 

will integrate Eastern spirituality 

and his writings into the discipline 

of this type of art with hands-on 

opportunities in East Asian Brush 

Painting (also called Chinese  

calligraphy or Japanese Sumi-e 

painting).  See “General Articles, 

Thursdays at Three”. 
 

Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. 
Library 

Living the Questions, the final  

3 weeks on Transformation led by 

Fr. Ken Campbell  508-240-5169, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Saturday, November 2: Saturday Service goes to  

    winter hours, starts at 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday night, November 2: Remember to turn your    

clocks back 1 hour. 

Sunday, November 24: Nauset Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service at 4:00 p.m. at the Orleans United Methodist Church  

Thursday, November 28: Our Thanksgiving Service with Eucharist 

at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, December 1: First Sunday of Advent, Lectionary Year A. 

        

  Entered into Eternal Life 

Ruth Blood 

Nora Hersey 

Mae Price 

Richard Philbrick 
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author and researcher on the effects of military conflict on combatants 

and civilians; Dianne Morton, co-founder of the Massachusetts Media  

Literary Consortium, which has studied the effects of media violence in 

our culture; and Lysetta Hurge-Putnam, Executive Director of   

Independence House, with extensive experience on domestic and sexual  

violence, gender equality and systems of racial inequity.  Two young 

adults, Sharon Tingsley (visited South Africa) and Chris Wingard 

(visited Haiti), will give a youth response. 
 

The forum will include discussions, music and lunch. Donations  

requested to cover costs. Space limited, early registration suggested:   

Fr. Ken Campbell at ksbcampbell@verizon.net or 508-240-5169. 

[Sponsored by many local and national agencies.] 
 

Sunday, November 17 - Shepherd Groups  
Brewster/Dennis Group at 5:00 p.m. at Tom & Cynthia 

Murray’s, 173 Crocker Lane, Brewster 508-896-5634;  

questions to Elizabeth Merritt 508-240-6998. 

Eastham/Wellfleet Group at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Kate 

Paradise, 10 Richard Lane, Eastham. 

Orleans Group at 5:00 p.m. at Freddie FitzGerald’s, 349A Tonset Road, 

Orleans, 508-255-0247.  
 

Saturday, November 23 - Christmas Bazaar  
9:00 - 3:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

The Christmas Bazaar, sponsored by the Guilds, is being held again; with many hand-crafted 

items for sale, the cookie walk and many attractive items being sold by local artisans; and of 

course a delicious lunch of soups and sandwiches.  
 

Friday/Saturday, Nov. 29/30 - Antiques Show   

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

The 36th Annual Antiques Show and Sale will be held on from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and on Sat-

urday, November 30th, from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  There will be 25 dealers 

from the New England area offering you a wide range of choice antiques to choose from,  

including 18th and 19th century furniture, nautical items, quilts, Staffordshire china, ironstone, 

early American pattern glass, jewelry, Americana, brass candlesticks, vintage post cards,  

chocolate and ice cream moulds, primitives, textiles, folk and fine art.  We hope that you will 

contribute and become a PATRON of this show that has been such a tradition here.   

Monies raised at this annual event are used to support parish programs.  Please join us and help to make this 

36th year the best yet!  If you have any questions or wish to volunteer to help, please contact me at  

508-255-8819.  Thank you for your support! 
   

Debbie Meguerdichian, Chair. 
 

Looking Forward 

Sunday, December 1 - Advent I 

We celebrate the beginning of Advent with the Giving Tree play, and Advent Wreath-making. 

And for those interested we will begin Lectionary Year A and Daily Office Year Two. 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

or ksbcampbell@verizon.net. 

Nov. 5: Compassion: The Heart of 

Jesus' Ministry,  

Nov. 12: Creative Transformation, 

Nov 19: Embracing Mystery.  

25 minute video with discussion 

following. Coffee provided.  

 

Artists’ Gallery 

The featured artist for the month is 

Wilma Morris. 
 

Free Shop - Hours 

Monday: Noon to 3:00 pm  

Wednesday: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Galley West - Hours:   

Sunday:11:00 am -12:00 Noon  

Monday: 10:00 am - 12:00 Noon. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Sunday, December 15 - First Fruits Christmas Sale 
 

Spectacular Christmas greens arrangements, gift baskets, jams and jellies and  

appetizing baked goods! 
 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve  

Eucharist Services at 4:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas Day 

Eucharist Service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday December 29 - Epiphany Trope - NOTE! 

The Epiphany Trope at the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist Service will be held early this year because of the Celebration 

on Sunday, January 5th, of the Ordination of The Reverend Sarah D. Kelb  to the Priesthood on Saturday, 

January 4th. 
 

General Articles (Listed alphabetically) 
 

Artists’ Gallery - Wilma Morris 

The featured CHS artist for the month of November is WILMA MORRIS. Don't miss the  

beautiful "hand & heart" of Wilma Morris! 
 

“Sewing clothes for my dolls on my mother’s Kenmore sewing machine at the age of 8 was 

the beginning of my needlework experience. Returning to that childhood joy, I am now 

combining my two favorite pastimes – reading and sewing – into ‘Storybook Dresses’.  

These doll ensembles portray characters from some of my favorite storybooks. 
 

My first quilting activity began in the 1970’s when we discovered partially completed 

“Dresden Plate” blocks from the 1930’s in the basement of St. Paul’s Church, College 

Point, NY. We cleaned the blocks and assembled them into a queen-size quilt that 

earned $1,000 for the church. Joining Bayberry Quilters was one of my goals for  

retirement. There I’ve received inspiration, instruction, and friendship while working on 

quilts that are donated to various people in need of comfort. I particularly enjoy trying 

new techniques such as applique and Celtic Quilting. My granddaughter, Brynn, is now  

learning the craft that I embarked on 65 years ago.” 
 

Some of the quilts and all of the doll clothes are for sale.  A portion of the proceeds will be given to Hai Di 

Pye for her project SOS. 
 

Calling all CHS artists (ALL 65 of you) to consider showing/selling your art one month in 2014 - the early 

months of 2014 are still OPEN!          Comments? Call Sharyn Laughton - 508 255 7277 - artoff@comcast.net 
 

Cape Cod Council of Churches  
On September 17, we attended the annual meeting of the Cape Cod Council of Churches as 

your delegates from CHS.  As usual, we were impressed by the work of the missions currently 

sponsored by the Council.  These missions include A Baby Center, Bridge to Hope, Covenant 

to Care (supporting foster families), Hands of Hope Outreach Center, Homeless Ministries 

and Protestant Chaplains at the Cape Cod Hospital and Spaulding Rehab Hospital. 

Executive Director Diane Casey-Lee reported that this year, over 7,000 Cape residents were  helped by these 

ministries, up from 4,000 in the previous year.   She thanked the small staff and the 400 volunteers whose hard 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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work made it possible to meet this growing need on the Cape.  She also thanked the member churches,  

including CHS, for their increased financial support.  She concluded with a brief video featuring stories about 

Cape people who have received help.  Watch the video at the Council’s home page website:   

http://capecodcouncilofchurches.org/ 
 

In future issues of Together we plan to discuss the activities of each ministry along with other council news.    

Janet & Bob Winter, CHS Delegates, Bill Heuss, CCCC Executive Committee 

Every Member Conversations  

From Sunday September 8th  to October 13th, 28 conversations lead by 17 members in  
parishioner homes were held.  Almost 170 members  discussed our parish highlights, 
goals, vision and financial challenges.  The universal comment was participants were 
thrilled to be invited and have a voice in our future.  Their suggestions and comments will 
be shared with parish and ministry leaders.  While all suggestions may not be  

implemented, we expect many will.  Thank you to all who participated.  Your engagement in this huge under-
taking was greatly appreciated.     
Chip Bechtold, Wes Dreher, Sue Sasso, Fr. Adam. 
 

Office Corner 

Deadline for December Together is Monday, November 11. The January Together 

deadline will be early - on Monday, December 2, because of the Christmas Holiday. 

Please help us get through the busy Christmas season! 
 

Thank you for helping us through the summer months with fewer phone calls in the  

afternoons. We now have nearly a full complement of receptionists for mornings and  

afternoons (up to 3:00 p.m.), who can answer your calls and take messages as appropriate. 
 

The Parish gets busier and busier, so please notify us of meetings or events well in advance, and if you need 

any special layout (e.g. use of Parish Hall) please complete the layout (with detailed requirements) more than a 

week in advance. Please help us to keep things running smoothly! 
 

One click link to our Web-site: www.holyspiritorleans.org 

One click link to the Calendar: deaneryweb.org/orleans/events/ 

One click link to Together:  

deaneryweb.org/orleans/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Together-November-2013.pdf 

(Change this month and year as necessary. If you would this link in an email please contact the office.) 

 

Stewardship Corner  

Member 
 

A Member is a person who belongs to a group associated by some common tie.  By birth, we 

are members of our biological family. By choice, we may be members of our church and other 

organizations. As a Christian, we are members of God’s Family! 
 

During this annual Stewardship season, we have the opportunity to reflect upon the importance 

of being a member of God’s family.  Our stewardship response and financial support to The 

Church of the Holy Spirit is a critical aspect of our membership. We also need to consider our 

gifts of time and talents as measures of a faithful member’s stewardship response. 
 

“For as in one body, we have many members,  and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are 

many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  We have gifts that differ  

according to the grace given to us.”   Romans 12: 4-8 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Have you made your 2014 pledge to The Church of the Holy Spirit? 

Do you need a pledge packet? 
 

Call the Parish Office during the week and we will get the appropriate materials to you. 508-255-0433 
 

A giving church is a living church. 

but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;  
1Thessalonians 1:4-5 

 

Thursdays at Three:  
East Asian Brush Painting and the Writings of  Thomas Merton.  
Gathering Room  
 

The Rev. Dr. Judith Davis, Rector of Christ Church Episcopal in Harwich Port, will lead 

us in a series of three “Thursdays at Three” in November (7, 14, 21). In order to  

immerse ourselves again in the works of Thomas Merton, we will integrate Eastern 

spirituality and his writings into the discipline of this type of art with hands-on  

opportunities in East Asian Brush Painting (also called Chinese calligraphy or Japanese 

Sumi-e painting). 

No previous art skill is necessary for these Thursday sessions. Supplies 
will be provided. 
Participants will observe a demonstration each week and practice techniques of East 

Asian Brush Painting. They will integrate Eastern spirituality and Thomas Merton’s 

writings into the discipline of brush painting while exploring 1) The role of Merton as 

artist and monk, 2) Spirituality and Merton’s interest in the East, and 3) Zen Buddhism 

and art. Reading from The Asian Journal of Thomas Merton (1968) and other books, we 

will explore why Merton “looked East” and how his writings informed his renewed commitment to his own 

monastic vocation and Western spirituality. Mother Judith is an artist member of The Episcopal Church and 

the Visual Arts (ECVA) and The Guild of Harwich Artists. Each summer she offers an “Art Kamp 4 Kids” at 

Christ Church and she teaches art instruction to area homeschool students. She is especially interested in the 

Church and the Visual Arts and is inspired by Asian Christian artists Sadao Watanabe and He Qi. She studied 

theology and liturgy at Yale Divinity School and the Yale Institute of Sacred Music, Worship and the Arts. 

She has led workshops on the Visual Arts and the Church for the Dioceses of Maryland, Virginia, and  

Washington and on Cape Cod. She was Rector of Christ Church on Historic Capitol Hill in Washington, DC 

for 12 years before moving to Cape Cod in 2008. In 2014, she will use her parish’s Lilly Clergy Renewal 

Grant to explore several National Parks to image the Psalms of nature in painting and photography.  
 

Vestry Highlights - October 

Fr. Ken gave a report on a proposed Human Services Network for communicating and evaluating needs of the 
poor on the lower Cape. Eight towns are concerned. Several churches and agencies have signed on. Justice 
and Peace is considering becoming involved. 

Fr. Adam reported that Sarah Kelb’s ordination has been confirmed for January 4th in Boston. 

Treasurer’s report this month indicated that the projected deficit for 2013 may be reduced by yearend. 

Updates on the Every Member Conversation and the Personnel Committee, both going well, were given by 
Wes Dreher. 

Sally Dewing is working with Bill Gardiner on a Conflict Resolution 2 hour program for 2014. 

Parish Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26th. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Painting of Bamboo by 

Mother Judith 
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Dates to remember in November 
 

Friday, 1 Pampered Chef Party at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 2 4:00 p.m. Eucharist Service  

Sunday 3 Clocks go back one hour, All Saints Day Celebration 

Thursday, 7 Ladies Lunch  at 12 Noon 

Saturday, 9 Forum on Healing Violence in our Culture at 8:30 a.m. 

Monday, 11 December Together Deadline - please be punctual! 

Friday, 15 Walking the Labyrinth at 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, 23 Christmas Bazaar 9 - 3 

Sunday, 24 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at Methodist at 4 pm 

Thursday, 28 Thanksgiving Day, Eucharist Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Friday, 29 Antiques Show, 10 - 4 

Saturday, 30 Antiques Show, 10 - 3 

Sunday, Dec. 1 Advent I, Giving Tree & Advent Wreath Making 

Monday, Dec 2 January Together Deadline - please! 

The Church of the Holy Spirit 

204 Monument Road 

Orleans, Massachusetts  02653-3512 

508-255-0433 

www.holyspiritorleans.org. 

holyspiritorleansadmin@verizon.net 
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Our mission as The Church of the Holy Spirit is  

to proclaim Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord,  

welcome all people and serve one another with love. 


