
 

   

TOGETHER 

A word from our Rector 

“If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.                                     

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.”                           

(1 Corinthians 15:19-20) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

What do we mean when we say the word “Resurrection”? 
 

That’s a very high priority question for us, whatever form our answer takes.  The New  

Testament certainly stakes everything on it.  That’s clear in all the main streams of earliest 

Christian witness contained in the New Testament:  Paul, the “Synoptic” Gospels [i.e.,  

Matthew, Mark, Luke—including Luke’s sequel, Acts], and John.  The remaining books add 

their weight to this, too, especially Hebrews and Revelation. 
 

The Church’s Creeds pick up and underscore this as well:  here, from the Apostles,’ “I believe 

in…the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting,” and the Nicene, “We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.” 
 

Well, that certainly seems a highest level of emphasis, but, again, what can it mean?  A  

question easier posed than answered, that’s for sure.  I actually think that it may be helpful to 

begin with sorting out what we do NOT mean when we say the word, “Resurrection.” 
 

First, we don’t mean the mere resuscitation of corpses—even very dead ones.  Nor do we 

mean the reconstitution of our present bodies from decomposed remains, some sort of  

molecular reassembly.  That won’t do!  Physically speaking, we’re all made from recycled  

material, used in others before us—and will be in those who come after.  (In the life to come, I 

don’t see us arguing over bits of matter:  “That’s mine!”  “No; I had it first!”)  
 

No, it’s clear—even from the resurrection appearances of Jesus in the Gospels—that in 

“bodily resurrection” we must be speaking of a different sort of body, a different order of  

being.  The tomb of Jesus was empty, but his body was not “the same.”  So, if there was some 

form of continuity there was also radical discontinuity.  (See especially, 1 Corinthians 15:44.)  

Yes, it’s a “mystery”—just as Paul said.   Perhaps it’s better to capitalize that:  Mystery.  

 

So much for woodenly literal misunderstandings. 
 

But neither is it adequate to reduce “Resurrection” to an over-vivid metaphor. 
 

No, I’m afraid that reductions which merely add up to the following sorts of things just won’t 

do, either:  powerful renewing experiences (personal or corporate), making an enduring  

difference for the betterment of human community, or “living on” in the memories of those 

who come after us.  These are all well and good—of great value, even.  But if such things 

(renewal, making a difference, being remembered in inspirational ways) are all we’re really 

talking about, then “resurrection” is not an apt word, even metaphorically.  It wouldn’t carry 

enough meaning to justify the weight of its image.  In the end, by themselves, the good things 

I’ve just mentioned leave the actual persons to whom they might refer—still dead.  
 

Resurrection means life raised from death—and that’s a much bigger concept than 

“immortality of the soul,” by itself.  We’re speaking of real life—whole life—raised from real 
          (continued on page 2)  

T
H

E
 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 
O

F
 

T
H

E
 

H
O

L
Y

 
S

P
I

R
I

T
 

 
2

0
4

 
M

O
N

U
M

E
N

T
 

R
O

A
D

,
 

O
R

L
E

A
N

S
,

 
M

A
S

S
A

C
H

U
S

E
T

T
S

 
 

0
2

6
5

3
 

 

April 

2014 



 

 2 

(continued from page 1) 
 

death.  And therefore, “Resurrection” (whatever it is), if meaningful, must be an astounding concept—even 

impossible. 
 

Impossible apart from God, that is.  
 

It is exactly this “impossible” thing upon which we stake everything as the Church:  the “impossibility,”  

accomplished by God, first in Jesus Christ (who died but who indeed lives again), and—through Christ, and 

with Christ, and in Christ—held in trust for us, too.   
 

There is more!  Although in our present time we are still waiting for the final defeat of death, through the 

power and pledge of the Holy Spirit, even in our all-too-mortal, passing life, even in these transient bodies of 

ours—so liable to brokenness and suffering—we are, also, even now, while we’re waiting, entering into the 

restored and unending Reality.  This is the “Now” of God and with God that never runs out or passes away. 
 

This is so much better than an arbitrary world only temporarily (and inadequately) soothed by the overinflated 

and the hollowed-out. 
 

I’m reminded here of a very telling passage from Flannery O’Connor.  In its original context, it applies to the 

Eucharist—but I think it naturally and appropriately has something to say to our thinking about Resurrection.  

It’s from her letter of December 16, 1955, that she wrote to her friend Elizabeth Hester (“A”). 
 

I was once, five or six years ago, taken by some friends to have dinner with Mary McCarthy and her 

husband, Mr. Broadwater….She departed the Church at the age of 15 and is a Big Intellectual.  We 

went at eight and at one, I hadn’t opened my mouth once, there being nothing for me in such company 

to say….Having me there was like having a dog present who had been trained to say a few words but 

overcome with inadequacy had forgotten them.  Well, toward morning the conversation turned on the 

Eucharist, which I, being the Catholic, was obviously supposed to defend.  Mrs. Broadwater said when 

she was a child and received the Host, she thought of it as the Holy Ghost, He being the “most  

portable” person of the Trinity; now she thought of it as a symbol and implied that it was a pretty good 

one.  I then said, in a very shaky voice, “Well, if it’s a symbol, to hell with it.”  That was all the defense 

I was capable of but I realize now that this is all I will ever be able to say about it, outside of a story, 

except that it is the center of existence for me; all the rest is expendable. 
 

Quite a passage, isn’t it? 
 

So, there we are.  What do we mean when we say the word “Resurrection”? 
 

Along these lines, I suggest, as a deliberate pondering for these last weeks before Easter, that we as a Parish 

meditate together on the Fifteenth Chapter of Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, specifically, 1 Corinthians 

15:1-26, 35-58.   
 

The whole chapter would be fine—more than fine, of course—but these selected verses might be a little easier 

for focus and meditation—and perhaps memorization, as well. Together, let’s hold it in our attention, so that it 

may be activated in our minds.  
 

Blessings. 
 

Adam + 
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A word from our Assistant Rector 
 

 

While I was a seminarian studying is Sewanee, I had the distinct pleasures of sitting in on lectures regarding 

Jewish-Christian relations from one of the best - Amy-Jill Levine. “A.-J.” continues to be a friend of the 

School of Theology in Sewanee and I will never forget a most gracious offer she extended to those of us who 

would leave the Mountain to become priests and preachers of the Word. She told us that while we are working 

on writing our sermons, if we had any questions regarding difficult texts or concerns that our message might 

be perceived as anti-Semitic, that we could email her and she would give us her guidance. The little time we 

had learning from A.-J. was very rich. She is a strong, brilliant woman of faith who has studied both the Old 

and New Testaments inside and out. You will not want to miss out on this dynamic speaker! 
 

Below is a passage from one of A.-J.’s books that speaks towards public prayer. This passage, I believe, hits to 

the heart of inter-faith relations. I myself have found it difficult when Christians deny Jesus or apologize for 

being followers of Christ while engaging in inter-faith dialogue. It’s as though we as Christians don’t trust that 

our brother or sister of another faith tradition can handle it, which demonstrates a “watered-down faith.” At 

the same time, I have found that friends I have met along the way who practice a faith other than Christianity 

don’t apologize for their faith, so why should we. Let’s respect the dignity of our brothers and sisters of other 

faiths by being our true selves, followers of Christ. 
 

Some Christian ministers resort to a watered-down, generic invocation that satisfies few. Some insist on  

praying in the “name of Jesus,” which prevents Jews and other non-Christians from saying "Amen." Atheists 

are ignored in any case. . . Since public religiosity is not going to go away, then the person offering the prayer 

needs to find a way of invoking the deity in a way that both affirms distinct confessions and recognizes the  

existence of alternative truth claims. Ending a prayer “in the name of Jesus" keeps the prayer parochial.  

Ending it "as I pray in the name of Jesus" is a bit of an improvement. "As I pray in the name of Jesus, and we 

all pray to the God who has many names and many children" is even better. The fundamentalist Christian 

should have little objection, since the God of the Bible does have many names: El Shaddai, El Elyon, Jehovah, 

Elohim. In turn, Jews may choose to pray in Hebrew, but then they should provide a translation so the people 

in attendance know to what, exactly they are saying "Amen." Atheists, of course, are still left out, but at least 

the theists in the group are all included. (Amy-Jill Levine, Misunderstood Jew, 222-3) 
 

I hope to see you at Amy-Jill Levine’s lecture on May 3! 

In the Name of Our Crucified and Risen Lord, 

Sarah+ 
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Events in April 

Thursday, April 3 -  Women’s Luncheon  

12 Noon, Parish Hall 

Bring a sandwich to share! Chips and ice cream  

sandwiches for dessert will be provided. Come and 

join us and bring a friend--and please continue to 

bring canned goods for the Food Pantry. Please call 

Peter Blank if you need a ride (508-760-1516). 
 

Friday, April 11 - Walking the Labyrinth 

10:00 a.m. Parish Hall 

Margaret Rappaport will facilitate a walk on our 

canvas, indoor, Chartres-style Labyrinth in the 

Parish Hall. Please join our labyrinth community 

in this meditation space once a month. It provides 

a setting for reflection and prayer.  The Labyrinth 

is available 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday,  April 16 - Men’s Lunch Group 
12:30 p.m. Fireplace Room 

The Men's Lunch Group meets every third Wednesday. The purpose of 

the group is to provide a forum where men of the parish can meet  

together informally for lunch and general collegiality. The group was 

founded by one of the two facilitators, Bruce Lederhouse, a long-term 

parishioner and organist. The second facilitator is a member of the parish, 

 

 

Adult Education 

Sunday at 9:00 a.m. - 
Parish Hall 
April 6 and 27: “John One”:  

Continuing our simple group reflec-

tive reading, gradually working our 

way through the Gospel of John.  

Please join us! No class on April 13 

or 20 (Palm Sunday and Easter Day). 

 

Thursdays at Three 

None in April. Beginning May 

1st, Sharon Inger will lead a study 

of Wisdom Literature (see page 5). 

 

Fridays in Lent 

April 4: Continuing: 

Stations of the Cross at 5:30 pm 

Soup and bread supper and  Je-

sus of Nazareth. 

April 11: Taizé Service at 7:00pm 

 

Artist of the Month:  

Pia Mackenzie  
 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services: 
 

Friday, April 11 - Taizé Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 12 - Palm Sunday, Liturgy at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, April 13 - Palm Sunday, Liturgy at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, April 15 - Seder Meal at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall - call Fr. Ken Campbell to sign up. 

Wednesday, April 16 - Children’s “Walking the Way of the Cross” at 5:30 p.m. followed by Supper 

in the Parish Hall. 
 

Thursday, April 17 - Foot Washing and Stripping of the Altar, followed by Night Watch 

Friday, April 18 - Good Friday Liturgy at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 19 - Easter Vigil at 7:00 p.m., including the First Eucharist of Easter. 
 

Sunday, April 20 - Easter Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. and then 10:00 a.m. with full choir.  
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Brian Skea. Members bring lunch, but snacks and coffee are provided. 

For interested inquiries call Bruce Lederhouse (508-801-0654) or Brian 

Skea (774-279-3454) 
 

Sunday, April 27 - Shepherd Groups - at 5:00 pm 

Brewster/Dennis Group: will meet at Jack and Karen  

Gentile’s (508-896-0024). 

Eastham/Wellfleet Group will meet for potluck at the 

home of Kathy & Nat Goddard, 905 Doane Rd, North East-

ham (508-255-3818) for our SECOND ANNUAL  

POETRY FESTIVAL.  

Call Jody (508 255 4058) or Patti (508 255 3532) for a ride. 

Orleans Group will meet for potluck hors d’oeuvres at Bill & Judy  

Gardiner’s, 35 Payson Lane (508-255-2326). 

 

Looking Forward  

Thursday, May 1st - Wisdom Literature 
3:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

Sharon Inger will lead a 4-week study of Wisdom Literature, on Thursdays  in May, 

at 3:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, beginning on Thursday, May 1st. 

 
Saturday May 3 - Amy-Jill Levine - Jesus the Jewish Storyteller 
2:00 p.m. Parish Hall 
The first of our Angelica Center for Spiritual Living Speaker Series for 2014, Amy-Jill Levine, 

author and University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt University. 

Her topic is:  “Jesus the Jewish Storyteller: Hearing the Parables Anew”. She will also preach at 

the 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist on Sunday, May 4.    

Tickets available from Tom Dewing (508-255-2656), see Angelica Speaker Series 2014 article below. 
 

Friday Evening, May 30 - We are All Misfits 
The Sharing the Blessing Committee will host a community event featuring author, James Howe, who has 

written more than eighty books in the thirty-plus years he's been writing for young readers.  

 

General Articles 
 

Angelica Speaker Series 2014    

Time to mark your calendars and reserve your seats. Don't miss this year's offering of distinguished visitors to 

our Parish.  

May  3-4      Amy-Jill Levine, see above. 

June 14-15   Frank Griswold, 25th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. 

                        His Topic:  “Grace:  More than We Can Ask or Imagine”  

Sept.  20-21  Lauren Winner author and Assistant Professor of Christian Spirituality at Duke University. 

                        Her topic is yet to be chosen. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Free Shop - Hours 

Monday: Noon to 3:00 pm  

Wednesday: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

The Free Shop is now gladly and 

gratefully accepting SPRING 

clothing donations, to be dropped 

off any time the Parish Hall is 

open - a container is located  

outside the Free Shop door. 
 

Kathy Chapman & Sharyn  

Laughton - 508 255 7277 -  

Co Directors 
 

Galley West - Hours:   

Sundays:11:00 am -12:00 Noon  

Mondays: 10:00 am - 12:00 Noon 

(Continued from page 4) 
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As in past years, each speaker will deliver a talk on Saturday at 2:00 p.m. followed by an informal time with 

refreshments and then a Q&A. Each will also deliver a sermon at the ten o’clock service on Sunday. Books by 

each guest will be available at the event (and also in advance should you wish to read before meeting the 

speaker.) 

Suggested donation is $20 for each talk or $50 for the series. 

Contact: Tom Dewing, 508-255-2656 or st.dewing@verizon.net. Checks made out to CHS (The Church of the 

Holy Spirit).  

 

Artist of the month: Pia Mackenzie 
Receiving much inspiration from the Psalms (especially Psalm 148), Pia's show will feature  

collages, watercolors, cards and cootie catchers!  Remember cootie catchers - those wonderful 

folded fortune tellers from the 4th grade? 

50% of the proceeds of this show will be given to CHS.  

Don't miss Pia's show - always creative, inventive & inspirational!  

Any questions or comments - contact Sharyn Laughton - artoff@comcast.net, 508-255-7277.  

 

Cape Cod Council of Churches  

Covenant to Care Ministers to Foster Families. 

Covenant to Care matches churches with Foster Care families. Church volunteer  

representatives meet regularly with the families, providing help with things not  

covered by the state allowance and which the host family may not be able to afford. 

Examples might be Christmas and birthday gifts, back-to-school supplies or winter 

clothing. CHS was one of the first churches in the program, but we do not currently 

have volunteers. Anyone who might consider volunteering, should contact Robin 

McLaughlin, 774-216-9149. 

 

CAN YOU HELP THIS FAMLY? A woman in the Foster Family program is in dire need of 

help and the Council of Churches is contacting all member churches to see if they have  

someone in their congregation who is in a position to donate an automobile in running  

condition. The woman is a grandmother with two children, one a 5-year old granddaughter 

who is disruptive and needs to be evaluated. They all have to rely on public transportation to 

get to appointments which is next to impossible on the Cape. If you have a car that you can 

no longer drive and would like to dispose of without any hassle, this would be a worthy place 

to donate it and you would probably receive a good tax deduction. If you would like to know more, please call 

the Council of Churches at 508-775-5073. 

 

Janet & Bob Winter, CHS Council Of Churches, Representatives, Bill Heuss, CCCC Executive Committee 

 

Food for Kids 

Did you know that Church of the Holy Spirit and Food for Kids won an award on  

February 25, 2014 from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary  

Education and Project Bread of Boston? The award called the “New Kids on the 

Block” award was given to a new sponsor of the Summer Food Service Program who  

successfully reached many children at new sites with food during the summertime. We 

served almost 10,000 meals at our 6 meals sites in Chatham, Eastham, Wellfleet and 

Truro. If you would like to volunteer this summer here at Church of the Holy Spirit 

please call Ruth Campbell 1-413-537-9200 or email her at rwcampbell@verizon.net 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Good Friday Walk - Project Bread  

 As we move through the desert wilderness of our Lenten journey, I'd like to offer an 

oasis of love and caring, formed by many of you and others like yourselves. 
 

Last year's walk did not hold much promise as the season of Lent came upon us. Our 

host church (Brewster’s Bible Alliance Church) had burned to the ground the previous 

Fall. We lost everything we used on the walk. We had to rebuild from scratch and it 

seemed overwhelming.  
 

And yet, as it turned out, it was our most productive walk in years!   
 

People came from unexpected places to help and volunteer. The congregation of our host church showed up in 

droves, providing financial and physical support, (proving that a church is not a building, but the people who 

worship together). And might I also mention the continuing and wonderful support of Father Linton and my 

CHS family.  
 

We were able to help a young family with a child with cerebral palsy. We helped a young girl with autism and 

depression anxiety through contributing to the purchase of a service dog. We provided financial support to a 

family of seven (one child autistic) who were on the doorstep of homelessness. We made respite gifts to two 

families of children with profound illnesses and gifts to brighten the Christmas of families buried in medical 

and other bills. 
 

All this you did on your Lenten journey last year. You've shown me that, while "giving up" something for Lent 

may be noble, that "giving" during Lent is close to divine. Many thanks and blessings to all those who joined 

with us to honor and pay homage to the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ and to help those in need in our  

community. I look forward to working with you again in this year's Walk.  

[Registration at 8:30 a.m., pledge sheets from Rich Weeks.] 
 

Yours In Christ, Rich Weeks  

 

High School Class - “Going to the Son!” 

Participants in the Senior High Sunday School class, accompanied by  

several of their parents, will undertake a special week-long retreat with  

Father Adam and Lori Linton this July in Glacier National Park, Montana.  

Detailed preparations are already underway.  This retreat, which will take 

place at the family homestead inside the Park, will involve prayer,  

fellowship, guided hikes—and recreation, too.  The retreat is the culmina-

tion of the class’ work this year  

engaging the hard questions that modern faith faces, connecting with core affirmations, and fostering the class 

members’ growth in their own spiritual journey and leadership.  Father Adam and Lori co-teach the class, held 

on Sunday evenings twice a month, with a parent present in rotation each class preparing the supper. 

  

Glacier National Park is one of the great places on the continent—and, indeed, on the planet.  The historic road 

that goes through the park is called Going to the Sun Highway,” which we’ve adapted for the name of this  

pilgrimage:  “Going to the Son!” 

 

Young people will be engaging in some fund-raising efforts in support of this project.  So, look for some bake 

sales and car washes here at church in the coming weeks.  Those with questions are welcome to speak with 

Father Adam or Lori Linton, or Susanna Graham Pye. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 Justice & Peace 

The Justice & Peace Committee will sponsor a series of films in June,  "Thursdays at Three." 

with the theme: AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.  Please help us decide which four to show out of the 

following eight films.    

 

A. "Inequality for All, "(90 minutes) by Professor Robert Reich, addressing the issue of wealth and  

 poverty in America today and how this negatively effects us all. 

B. "Not my Life," ( 83 minutes)  narrated by Glenn Close. This is a documentary film about human  

      trafficking and slavery today in 13 countries including the USA.  

C . "Disturber of the Peace,"**  A documentary about the life of Fr. Malcolm Boyd, Episcopal priest, author 

of the best seller " Are You Running With Me, Jesus?" 

D.  "The Dark Side of Chocolate," (46 minutes) A documentary investigating the exploitation of children in 

the cocoa production industry. (Why we should only buy Fair Trade chocolate!!) 

E.  "Cracking the Codes: The System of Racial Inequity," (75 minutes) This powerful documentary probes 

the causes of systemic inequity in our institutions and culture 

F.  "Legalize Democracy," Moveon.org  (30 minutes)  This explains Supreme Court cases that shaped the 

idea of 'corporate personhood' that has greatly increased the power of money to influence government.  

G. "The Stones Cry Out," by Yasmin Perni. (56 minutes) Palestinian Christians tell their story from 1948 

when hundreds of thousands were forced to leave their homes and villages to the present day occupation 

of Palestine.   Narrated by Anglican Hanan Ashrawi, and Patriarch Michel Sabbah.  

H. "A Place At The Table,"  (84 minutes)  A documentary following three families on the social, economic 

and cultural consequences of 50 million Americans suffering food insecurity. 

 

**  This film is supposed to be available by June but is not yet out.  

Please email, telephone or write to Fr. Ken (ksbcampbell@verizon.net or Box 306, S. Orleans, 02662 ) the 4 

films you think we should show.  You can use  the capital letters to identify your first, second, etc. choices.  

For example you might say:  I chose:   A., H. C. G.     You can also leave a note in the Justice & Peace  

mailbox in Debbi's office.    Thanks for your help!    Justice & Peace Committee 

 

Office Corner 

May Together deadline is Monday, April 14. 

Paperless Together:   Please help us to save money by going paperless with Together. 

We will email the .pdf file to you and the link to Together on the web-site. Just contact us. 

Announcements by email:  To receive them, subscribe to the CHS Blog on our web-site 

www.holyspiritorleans.org. 

Easter Flowers: Please use the Easter Flower envelopes in the pews and donate to CHS in 

memory of a loved one. As well as honoring your loved one, this will help our Flower 

Fund, as we rely on Easter and  Christmas to fund our flowers for the year, and the Fund is  in deficit. 

Finally, as I leave the role of Office Manager after 18 months, I want to thank you all for your support. Your 

smiling faces made the job easier as did your flexibility and support in the more stressful times. Thank you!  I 

enjoyed my time here in the office at the hub of things, and I am looking forward to a more relaxed life. Please 

use my home email (below) for future communications with me, and I know you will all support Amanda 

McClenahan as she adjusts to life at CHS! 

Celia Calhoun     (ccalhouncape@comcast.net) 
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Our New Parish Administrator 

Amanda McClenahan has joined our Parish staff as Parish Administrator.  Amanda has years of  

experience in educational systems.  Her most recent job before coming to us was serving as the Interim Parish 

Administrator at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Barnstable.  She earned a masters degree in Public  

Administration at Columbia University and a Bachelor of Science degree at Yale.  A resident of Barnstable, 

she is a lifelong, active Episcopalian, and a former member of the Bayberry Quilters Guild. 
 

We welcome Amanda to the Church of the Holy Spirit! 
 

[Please change your email for holyspiritorleansadmin@verizon.net to Amanda’s name.] 

 

Planned Giving - Building a Bridge to the Future 

The Planned Giving Committee is concerned with the long term financial health of our 

church as opposed to the Stewardship Campaign’s request for a financial commitment to 

support our current Operating Budget. 
 

The Planned Giving Committee meets monthly, January through May, formulating plans to 

provide guidelines and information to assist our parishioners with information required to 

consider our church in their financial decisions. 
 

Planned Giving is the Ministry of the Month in April of each year. Posters describing Planned Giving are  

displayed in the Parish Hall and pamphlets are available upon request or located in various transepts  

throughout the church. In addition, members of the Planned Giving Committee are available to answer  

questions at any time. 
 

The Church of the Holy Spirit is similar to other non profit organizations that have relied on the generous  

financial support of former parishioners who have included our church in their Estate Plans. At this time, over 

65 members of our church have indicated their intent to invest in the financial future of our church. 
 

Questions for the Planned Giving Committee: email holyspiritorleansoffice@verizon.net  

Attn: Planned Giving; or contact Wes Dreher, Chair  (508-255-4433) 

 
Sharing the Blessing - Save the date Friday, May 30 

Sharing the Blessing is proud to announce the “We are all Misfits” community 

event featuring author, James Howe.   James Howe has written more than eighty books in 

the thirty-plus years he's been writing for young readers. It sometimes confuses people that 

the author of the humorous Bunnicula series also wrote the dark young adult novel, The 

Watcher, or such beginning reader series as Pinky and Rex and the E.B. White Read Aloud 

Award-winning Houndsley and Catina and its sequels. But from the beginning of his career 

(which came about somewhat by accident after asking himself what kind of vampire a  

rabbit might make), he has been most interested in letting his imagination take him in  

whatever direction it cared to.  So far, his imagination has led him to picture books, such as I Wish I Were a 

Butterfly and Brontorina (about a dinosaur who dreams of being a ballerina), mysteries, poetry (in the  

upcoming Addie on the Inside), and fiction that deals with issues that matter deeply to him. He is especially 

proud of The Misfits, which inspired national No Name-Calling Week (www.nonamecallingweek.org) and its 

sequel Totally Joe. He does not know where his imagination will take him in the next thirty-plus years, but he 

is looking forward to finding out.” 

 

Join us for this community wide event here at CHS and sponsored by Sharing the Blessing on Friday, May 30 

in the evening. More information to come! 

                                                                                                                                                (continued on page 10) 
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(continued from page 9) 

A Sharing the Blessing Story: 

As a member of our parish's Sharing the Blessing Ministry, I am invited to tell of a conversation I had a few 

months back. 
 

The context is a recent addition that frequently appears in literature and conversation about the designation 

"LGBTQ". For some time LGBT has stood for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender. The "Q" stands for 

"Questioning", a recognition that many, especially young people, are not sure about their developing sexuality. 
 

As one who grew up in an earlier generation, and in a pretty straight-laced culture, I confess that raising such 

questions, and defining such categories, has seemed pretty strange, and I wouldn't be surprised if some who 

read this share such bewilderment! 
 

Anyway, it relates to a conversation I had last November with an elderly priest of our church. Sue and I  

attended an alumnae/i occasion at our seminary in New York City. Sue walked ahead while I waited for the 

elevator, and to her surprise I emerged in deep conversation with this gentleman, of the Class of 1953, who 

seemed to have appeared from nowhere. He was telling of his ministry, which has been quite varied, and much 

in motion, over better than 60 years. He has served 54 parishes! 
 

He drew me instantly into his "circle", and before I knew it, he was telling of a conversation he recently had 

with a young man, not known to him, who was in despair because he could not "find" himself in the emerging 

gay man he seemed to be. He was struggling particularly with his friends and family, and with himself. 
  

Suddenly a phrase leapt into our dialogue:  he said to the young man, "DON'T YOU DARE let anyone take 

away from you the beautiful person that you are, and don't deny the gift God has given you, and don't deprive 

us of that gift that is you!" 
 

DON'T YOU DARE ... like a leap of faith!   Like an angel delivering God's plan (Gabriel to Mary, or Joseph?) 

he said it, and was gone, onto another elevator! 
  

Sue and I just looked at each other.  What just happened?    Questioning is good... another blessing shared! 

Bruce Lederhouse 
 

Stewardship Corner 
Plant 

Spring is here and it’s time to plant some flowers and vegetables. There are miracles and 

promise of food and joy in the seeds. When we witness the first signs of life pushing up from 

the ground, it’s as if God is interrupting us to “get our attention”. Just putting the seeds in the 

ground is usually not enough to ensure good results. We need to fertilize and water them to 

get the blossoms and fruits of our labor. Ignoring them may produce something, but we know 

nurturing our flowers and vegetables can produce much better and satisfying results. 
 

Stewardship works in much the same way. The programs and worship opportunities available at CHS are the 

soil to plant our seeds of time, talent and treasure. When we encourage each other to participate in these  

activities, our parish grows and flourishes. 
 

So, start planning how your garden will grow… plant some seeds to help a parish project, join a committee or 

ministry, participate in a parish fellowship opportunity, invite friends to worship with you… and watch how 

you grow and flourish in God’s love and warmth. 
 

They are like trees planted by streams of water; 

which yield their fruit in its season 

and their leaves do not whither; 

In all that they do they prosper. Psalm 1:3 
 

Do you want to make a financial pledge to The Church of the Holy Spirit? 

Contact the Parish Office and we will send you a pledge card. 
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Summer Fair - Save the date Saturday, July 26 2014 

Yes, there will be a Fourth annual Summer Fair on July 26th. The date is a bit later 

due to conflicting events. We will again concentrate on having fun for all but  

especially children, with games, music, baked goods, flowers, food, books and 

things to buy. We also can use your help. 
 

 Deanery Meeting Report - March 20, 2014 

Bishop Search - A lively discussion was held about the recent Walk-Abouts to present all the 

candidates for Bishop. A majority of those present attended at least one Walk-About and  

reported that seeing the candidates in person and hearing their responses to questions was 

very valuable to the voting process. Biographies of the candidates and their written responses 

to various questions can be viewed on the diocese website, www.mabishopsearch.org. The 

entire session of the Walk-About held at Trinity Church Copley Square on March 15th can be 

viewed at this website by clicking on the appropriate spot. Please let your Deanery  

Representatives know about your responses and choices. Voting will occur on April 5th. 
 

Program - St. Mary's, Barnstable presented a new program it is hosting this summer, AMAZING GRACE, a 

summer camp for the children of incarcerated individuals. There is a need for individual churches to provide 

volunteers, supplies, and also to sponsor one of the sixteen children, ages 7 - 11 years, who will be selected to 

attend this special camp experience, August 17-22. Please see your deanery representatives for more  

information or contact Eleanor Braun, 703-999-5422. 
 

Announcement - Grants are available through the Diocesan Annual Budget for individual congregational  

development projects ($2,000 -$10,000) and for deanery programs to enhance outreach ministries ($4,000) or 

for projects that serve women and children in need ($2,400).  Other funds are available for the development of 

Creation Care or Green projects ($1,000 - $10,000).  For further information, contact Esther Powell, Grants 

and Events Administrator for the diocese, epowell@diomass.org 
 

Sara Fry and Ginny Lucil, Deanery Representatives & Diocesan Convention Delegates 

 

Vestry Highlights - March 2014 

-Rick Paris was welcomed as Vestry Member, upon the acceptance of the resignation of Bill Becker. 

-Thanks to the hard work of the Personnel Committee, Amanda McClenahan, the new Parish  

Administrator, began her work here on March 17. 

-The election of a new bishop will take place on April 5, and the Consecration is scheduled for  

September 13. 

-The Rector reviewed the Episcopal Church’s official policy on Communion Invitation, his commit-

ment to respect this, and his pastoral approach to its application. Following conversation, the Vestry supported the  

ongoing inclusion of the phrase “All baptized persons are welcome at the Lord’s Table” in the Sunday morning  

bulletins. 

-Parishioners are encouraged to attend Holy Week services, particularly those of the Triduum (Thursday, Friday and  

Saturday, April 17, 18, and 19, all at 7:00 p.m.) 

-Four Foyer Groups join 4 Shepherd Groups in offering social gatherings for all parishioners 

-We are exploring ways to support the “Food for Kids” program as it begins its second year here at CHS. 

-All members are encouraged to become familiar with our website (holyspiritorleans.org) to keep up with parish affairs. 

-The Summer Fair will take place on July 26. 

Respectfully submitted, Dilys Jones Smith, Clerk 

 

http://www.mabishopsearch.org/
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Dates to remember in April 
 

Thursday, 3  Ladies Luncheon at Noon  

Friday, 11  Walking the Labyrinth at 10 am 

Monday,  14  Together deadline 

Wednesday, 16 Men’s Lunch Group at 12:30 pm   

Tuesday, 15  Seder Meal at 6:00 pm (Register w. Fr. Ken) 

Wednesday, 16 Children’s Walking the Way of the Cross 5:30 pm 

Thursday, 17 Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm 

Friday, 18  Good Friday Liturgy at 7 pm 

Saturday, 19 Easter Vigil at 7 pm 

Sunday, 20  EASTER DAY, Services at 8 and 10 am 

Sunday, 27  Shepherd groups at 5:00 pm     

The Church of the Holy Spirit 

204 Monument Road 

Orleans, Massachusetts  02653-3512 

508-255-0433 

www.holyspiritorleans.org. 

holyspiritorleansadmin@verizon.net 

 

Vestry Officers: 

Wes Dreher, Warden 

Ike Cole, Warden 

Jack Nixon, Treasurer 

Dilys Smith, Clerk 

 

Vestry Members: 

Katherine Goddard 

Ernie LaFrance 

David Moore 

Susan Owens 

Richard Paris 

Elizabeth Pratt 

Brian Ridgeway 

Matthew Thompson 

 

The Reverend Adam S. Linton, Rector 

The Reverend Sarah D. Kelb, Assistant Rector 

Amanda McClenahan, Parish Administrator 

Darlene T. Hagon, Director of Music 

Sandra H. Cole, Organist 

John P. Hagon, Handbell Choir 

Debbi Manning, Office Assistant 

Larry Kane, Head Sexton 

John Larner, Sunday Sexton 

Wayne Curry, Assistant Sexton 
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Our mission as The Church of the Holy Spirit is  

to proclaim Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord,  

welcome all people and serve one another with love. 


